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JOSHUA 

TITLE 

The name of this book comes from the principal character in it rather than from the writer. Joshua may 
or may not have been the writer of this book. The title is appropriate because "Joshua" means "Yahweh 
saves." Joshua is the Hebrew name that translates into Aramaic as Jesus. In the English Bible, Joshua is one of 
the historical books (Genesis through Esther). In the Hebrew Bible, it is in the second of the three main 
divisions of the Old Testament, namely, the Prophets. The Law and the Writings are the first and third 
divisions. Joshua is the first book in the first half of the Prophets, the Former Prophets. The Former Prophets 
section contains four books (Joshua, Judges, Samuel, and Kings) as does the second division, the Latter 
Prophets (Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, and the Book of the Twelve [the Minor Prophets]). The Hebrew people 
viewed what God revealed here not primarily as a historical record as much as an authoritative record of 
selected historical events designed to teach important spiritual lessons. We should recognize Joshua, 
therefore, not simply as a record of history but as a selective history intended to reveal God's will. In the 
Prophets section of the Old Testament, God revealed Himself through historical events as well as through the 
oracles of individual prophets. 

DATE AND AUTHOR 

 According to Jewish tradition Joshua himself wrote the book. Many modern conservative Old 
Testament scholars believe that he did. However other good, conservative scholars believe the writer was not 
Joshua but a contemporary of his, possibly one of the elders of Israel. I prefer the traditional view that Joshua 
wrote the book, with later editorial redactions which updated the Book. Also, an editor may have added the 
account of Joshua's death (24:29-33). Joshua’s conquests occurred about 1400 or 1220 BC.  

HISTORICAL CONTEXT 

 Before Israel entered the land of Canaan, God had been preparing for His people to take possession of 
it by sovereignly directing the political affairs of Egypt. Egypt had maintained control over Canaan for many 
years. However shortly before and during the ascension of Pharaoh Amenhotep II (1417—1379 BC), Egyptian 
interest in Canaanite affairs began to decline. Consequently some of the Canaanite kings asserted their 
independence from Egyptian control and began to increase their influence and to dominate their neighbors. In 
addition, foreigners besides the Israelites invaded portions of Canaan. Some of the victims of oppression 
wrote letters to Pharaoh asking for Egyptian assistance. They sent these letters to Amarna, the capital of Egypt 
at this time, and they are known today as the Amarna Letters. Archaeologists discovered them at Amarna in 
AD 1887. They provide much valuable information on the political and military climate in Canaan during the 
period of Israel's conquests. Hence, when the Israelites began their conquest, the Canaanite city-states did not 
have the protection of Egypt.  

God Commissions Joshua (1:1-9) 

1:1  After the death of Moses the servant of the Lord, the Lord said to Joshua the son of Nun, Moses’ assistant, 
2 “Moses my servant is dead. Now therefore arise, go over this Jordan, you and all this people, into the land 
that I am giving to them, to the people of Israel. 3 Every place that the sole of your foot will tread upon I have 
given to you, just as I promised to Moses. 4 From the wilderness and this Lebanon as far as the great river, the 
river Euphrates, all the land of the Hittites to the Great Sea toward the going down of the sun shall be your 
territory. 5 No man shall be able to stand before you all the days of your life. Just as I was with Moses, so I will 
be with you. I will not leave you or forsake you. 6 Be strong and courageous, for you shall cause this people to 
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inherit the land that I swore to their fathers to give them. 7 Only be strong and very courageous, being careful 
to do according to all the law that Moses my servant commanded you. Do not turn from it to the right hand or 
to the left, that you may have good success wherever you go. 8 This Book of the Law shall not depart from your 
mouth, but you shall meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do according to all that is 
written in it. For then you will make your way prosperous, and then you will have good success. 9 Have I not 
commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be frightened, and do not be dismayed, for the Lord your 
God is with you wherever you go.”  

 We learn three important points in the first verse. 1) Moses was dead. The death of Moses is 
important, since Moses was told he would not enter the Promised Land (Num 20:12). By the Lord starting with 
Moses’ death, he was telling Joshua that the time had come to enter the land. 2) Moses is described as the 
servant of the Lord. This expression is used in two ways in the Old Testament: 1] to describe a pious Israelite 
who worshipped the true God; and 2] to describe one with a special call or commission. 3) Joshua is called 
Moses’ assistant, which included two basic responsibilities: 1] military and 2] religious. Also v. 1 tells us that 
Joshua was called by the Lord. Joshua was originally called Hoshea, which means “salvation” (Num 13:8). 
Moses changed his name to Joshua, “the Lord saves”. 

 In vv. 2-7 which deal with the Lord’s promise of land, three significant points are made: 1) the promise 
of the Lord’s support (v. 2). The land is referred to by God as the land that I am giving to them (v.2), indicating 
that He was already in the process of giving them the land. In v. 3 the land is referred to by God as the land 
that I have given to you, showing that as far as God was concerned, the land was already theirs and needed 
only to be possessed. Divine sovereignty still requires human responsibility in order to partake in the blessing. 
2) The indication of the scope of the boundaries of the land is delineated in vv. 3-5. 3) Some personal 
admonitions are dealt with in vv. 5-7. The Lord promised Joshua that just as He supported Moses, so He would 
be with him, strengthen him, and not forsake him. Based upon these promises, Joshua was to be strong and 
very courageous. Joshua was instructed that if he would be completely obedient to the will and Law of God, he 
would have good success wherever he went.  

 In v. 8 we learn that already by the time of Joshua the Book of the Law already existed in some written 
form. Joshua is commanded by God to meditate on it day and night. Only by meditating on the Law and being 
obedient was Joshua promised that his way would be made prosperous and he would have good success. This 
verse emphasizes the centrality of the book of the Law of God as the key to Israel's success, Joshua's effective 
leadership, and God's presence with His people. This passage contains the principles necessary for spiritual 
success in every age. We must know what God requires, maintain constant awareness of that, and be 
consistently and completely obedient to it in our daily experience to gain spiritual victory, which leads to 
success in accomplishing God’s will for us. Success means “knowing how to act with insight in all situations.” 
Prosperity is “being successful in accomplishing God’s will and purpose.” God will see us through our 
confusion, by turning to Him and meditating on His Word. 

 In v. 9, Joshua was promised the special presence of the Lord. When Jesus sent out His disciples to 
proclaim the Gospel to the ends of the earth, He emphasized his personal presence with them (Matt 28:19-
20).  

Joshua Assumes Command (1:10-18) 

1:10 And Joshua commanded the officers of the people, 11 “Pass through the midst of the camp and command 
the people, ‘Prepare your provisions, for within three days you are to pass over this Jordan to go in to take 
possession of the land that the Lord your God is giving you to possess.’ ” 12 And to the Reubenites, the Gadites, 
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and the half-tribe of Manasseh Joshua said, 13 “Remember the word that Moses the servant of the Lord 
commanded you, saying, ‘The Lord your God is providing you a place of rest and will give you this land.’ 14 
Your wives, your little ones, and your livestock shall remain in the land that Moses gave you beyond the Jordan, 
but all the men of valor among you shall pass over armed before your brothers and shall help them, 15 until 
the Lord gives rest to your brothers as he has to you, and they also take possession of the land that the Lord 
your God is giving them. Then you shall return to the land of your possession and shall possess it, the land that 
Moses the servant of the Lord gave you beyond the Jordan toward the sunrise.” 16 And they answered Joshua, 
“All that you have commanded us we will do, and wherever you send us we will go. 17 Just as we obeyed 
Moses in all things, so we will obey you. Only may the Lord your God be with you, as he was with Moses! 18 
Whoever rebels against your commandment and disobeys your words, whatever you command him, shall be 
put to death. Only be strong and courageous.”  

 The chronology of the first three chapters of Joshua is rather difficult to grasp. 1:11 speaks of crossing 
the Jordan within 3 days. However, in 2:22 we are told that the spies spent at least 3 days in the mountains 
after leaving Rahab. Then in 3:2 we are told that at the end of three days the officers went through the camp, 
preparing the people to cross the Jordan. There are two views, either of which is possible. In the first, 1) the 
spies are sent out (Ch 2); 2) tribal responsibilities are assigned (1:10-18); and 3) preparations for the march are 
accomplished (3:2ff). In the second option, 1:10 and 3:2 are seen as describing the same event, while Chapter 
2 is seen as being parenthetical.  

 Having received his marching orders from Yahweh, Joshua prepared to mobilize the nation. He 
gathered his officers to give them specific instructions as to how the people should prepare for the journey. 
Joshua expected to be able to cross the Jordan within three days (vv. 10-11). The concept of "rest" (vv. 13, 15) 
is an important one to grasp to understand what the conquest of the land gave the Israelites. It was not rest in 
the sense of freedom from conflict but in contrast to journeying. This rest was the entrance into and initial 
participation in the inheritance the Lord had promised His people.  

 Reuben, Gad, and the half tribe of Manasseh were reminded of their military responsibility to the rest 
of the nation (vv. 12-18, cf. Num 32). The rest evidently remained in Transjordan. The obligation was on them 
until their brothers had rest in the land (v. 15). They agreed without qualification (v. 16-18). It must be noted 
that not all the warriors from the two and one-half tribes went with (v. 14) their brethren across the Jordan. 
Only 40,000 of the 110,000 did (4:13). 

Rahab Hides the Spies (2:1-24) 

2:1 And Joshua the son of Nun sent two men secretly from Shittim as spies, saying, “Go, view the land, 
especially Jericho.” And they went and came into the house of a prostitute whose name was Rahab and lodged 
there. 2 And it was told to the king of Jericho, “Behold, men of Israel have come here tonight to search out the 
land.” 3 Then the king of Jericho sent to Rahab, saying, “Bring out the men who have come to you, who 
entered your house, for they have come to search out all the land.” 4 But the woman had taken the two men 
and hidden them. And she said, “True, the men came to me, but I did not know where they were from. 5 And 
when the gate was about to be closed at dark, the men went out. I do not know where the men went. Pursue 
them quickly, for you will overtake them.” 6 But she had brought them up to the roof and hid them with the 
stalks of flax that she had laid in order on the roof. 7 So the men pursued after them on the way to the Jordan 
as far as the fords. And the gate was shut as soon as the pursuers had gone out. 8 Before the men lay down, 
she came up to them on the roof 9 and said to the men, “I know that the Lord has given you the land, and that 
the fear of you has fallen upon us, and that all the inhabitants of the land melt away before you. 10 For we 
have heard how the Lord dried up the water of the Red Sea before you when you came out of Egypt, and what 
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you did to the two kings of the Amorites who were beyond the Jordan, to Sihon and Og, whom you devoted to 
destruction. 11 And as soon as we heard it, our hearts melted, and there was no spirit left in any man because 
of you, for the Lord your God, he is God in the heavens above and on the earth beneath. 12 Now then, please 
swear to me by the Lord that, as I have dealt kindly with you, you also will deal kindly with my father’s house, 
and give me a sure sign 13 that you will save alive my father and mother, my brothers and sisters, and all who 
belong to them, and deliver our lives from death.” 14 And the men said to her, “Our life for yours even to 
death! If you do not tell this business of ours, then when the Lord gives us the land we will deal kindly and 
faithfully with you.” 15 Then she let them down by a rope through the window, for her house was built into the 
city wall, so that she lived in the wall. 16 And she said to them, “Go into the hills, or the pursuers will encounter 
you, and hide there three days until the pursuers have returned. Then afterward you may go your way.” 17 The 
men said to her, “We will be guiltless with respect to this oath of yours that you have made us swear. 18 
Behold, when we come into the land, you shall tie this scarlet cord in the window through which you let us 
down, and you shall gather into your house your father and mother, your brothers, and all your father’s 
household. 19 Then if anyone goes out of the doors of your house into the street, his blood shall be on his own 
head, and we shall be guiltless. But if a hand is laid on anyone who is with you in the house, his blood shall be 
on our head. 20 But if you tell this business of ours, then we shall be guiltless with respect to your oath that you 
have made us swear.” 21 And she said, “According to your words, so be it.” Then she sent them away, and they 
departed. And she tied the scarlet cord in the window. 22 They departed and went into the hills and remained 
there three days until the pursuers returned, and the pursuers searched all along the way and found nothing. 
23 Then the two men returned. They came down from the hills and passed over and came to Joshua the son of 
Nun, and they told him all that had happened to them. 24 And they said to Joshua, “Truly the Lord has given all 
the land into our hands. And also, all the inhabitants of the land melt away because of us.”  

 As preparation for entering Canaan, Joshua sent spies to survey the area Israel would enter. The two 
men sent out as spies were young (6:23). Joshua sent them out secretly (7:2). He did not want a recurrence of 
the Kadesh-Barnea incident (Num 13-14). Their mission was to explore the area Israel would enter, especially 
Jericho. Sending out men for reconnaissance was a widespread phenomenon in the Ancient Near East. 
Moreover, a prostitute's or innkeeper's house was the accustomed place for meeting with spies. We read of 
this in Hammurabi's Code as well as in the Mari tablets. Also, the pattern of a three-day stay in an area when 
pursuing escapees has support in ancient eastern sources. An example is found in the instructions to the 
Hittite tower commanders which specify that if an enemy invades a place he must be pursued for three days. 
In the same collection of instructions we find that it is forbidden to build an inn (arzana) in which prostitutes 
live near the fortress wall.  

 Jericho was not a large city, but it had strong fortifications and a strategic location on the frontier of 
Canaan. It lay just a few miles west of the Jordan River in the Jordan Valley. If the Israelites were to gain a 
foothold in Canaan, they would have to defeat Jericho.  

 The spies probably stayed at Rahab's house because they hoped to be less conspicuous there than they 
would have been if they had lodged elsewhere. Josephus called Rahab an innkeeper, which she may have 
been, although the Septuagint, the Greek translation of the Hebrew Old Testament, used the Greek word for 
prostitute. Either way Rahab became an important person in Israel's history. She was an ancestor of David and 
Jesus, as well as Israel's helper on this occasion (Matt 1:5).  

 Rahab (vv. 2-6) was a woman of faith in Yahweh (Heb 11:31; James 2:25). The protection of one's 
houseguests was very important in the Ancient Near East (Judg 19:20-24). This cultural pressure fortified her 
faith and encouraged her to hide the spies. However, Rahab should not have told a lie. Though she had come 
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to faith in Yahweh her moral life had not yet undergone radical change. The motive from which she acted had 
its roots in her faith in the living God (Heb 11:31), so that what she did for the spies was counted to her for 
righteousness. However the course which she adopted was done in weakness, which was forgiven her because 
of her faith. The men of Jericho searched all along the road from their city to the place where travelers crossed 
the Jordan (v. 7), about five miles. 

 Rahab's reference to the fear of the Israelites that God had put in the Canaanites' hearts (vv. 9-11) 
shows that the Lord had fulfilled His promise to make the Israelites' enemies fear them (Exod 23:27; Deut 
2:25; 11:25). The term devoted to destruction translates the Hebrew herem, which is a technical term for the 
practice of completely destroying the spoils of war as a way of consecrating them to a deity (cf. 6:17). The 
melting of the heart (v. 11) pictures utter despair.  

 The spies gave their solemn promise to spare Rahab and her household but specified three conditions. 
1) She had to make her home known to the Israelites when they attacked (v. 18). 2) She had to assemble her 
family into her home before the battle (v. 18). 3) She had to keep the mission of the spies a secret (vv. 14, 20). 
The cord Rahab was to hang out of her window and over the town wall, her house stood on the wall (v. 15), 
was scarlet in color (vv. 15, 18). God spared the lives of Rahab and her household because of her faith.  

Any of Rahab's relatives that would have gathered with her before the Israelite siege would have done 
so because of their faith in God's promise through the spies. Thus the deliverance of Rahab and her family 
depended on believing a promise from God. Salvation always depends on believing a promise from God. When 
the spies returned to Shittim with news that some of the Canaanites believed Yahweh would give the Israelites 
the land, God's people would have felt greatly encouraged (vv. 9-11, 24).  

Israel Crosses the Jordan (3:1-17) 

3:1 Then Joshua rose early in the morning and they set out from Shittim. And they came to the Jordan, he and 
all the people of Israel, and lodged there before they passed over. 2 At the end of three days the officers went 
through the camp 3 and commanded the people, “As soon as you see the ark of the covenant of the Lord your 
God being carried by the Levitical priests, then you shall set out from your place and follow it. 4 Yet there shall 
be a distance between you and it, about 2,000 cubits in length. Do not come near it, in order that you may 
know the way you shall go, for you have not passed this way before.” 5 Then Joshua said to the people, 
“Consecrate yourselves, for tomorrow the Lord will do wonders among you.” 6 And Joshua said to the priests, 
“Take up the Ark of the Covenant and pass on before the people.” So they took up the Ark of the Covenant and 
went before the people. 7 The Lord said to Joshua, “Today I will begin to exalt you in the sight of all Israel, that 
they may know that, as I was with Moses, so I will be with you. 8 And as for you, command the priests who 
bear the Ark of the Covenant, ‘When you come to the brink of the waters of the Jordan, you shall stand still in 
the Jordan.’ ” 9 And Joshua said to the people of Israel, “Come here and listen to the words of the Lord your 
God.” 10 And Joshua said, “Here is how you shall know that the living God is among you and that he will 
without fail drive out from before you the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Hivites, the Perizzites, the Girgashites, 
the Amorites, and the Jebusites. 11 Behold, the ark of the covenant of the Lord of all the earth is passing over 
before you into the Jordan. 12 Now therefore take twelve men from the tribes of Israel, from each tribe a man. 
13 And when the soles of the feet of the priests bearing the ark of the Lord, the Lord of all the earth, shall rest 
in the waters of the Jordan, the waters of the Jordan shall be cut off from flowing, and the waters coming 
down from above shall stand in one heap.” 14 So when the people set out from their tents to pass over the 
Jordan with the priests bearing the ark of the covenant before the people, 15 and as soon as those bearing the 
ark had come as far as the Jordan, and the feet of the priests bearing the ark were dipped in the brink of the 
water (now the Jordan overflows all its banks throughout the time of harvest), 16 the waters coming down 
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from above stood and rose up in a heap very far away, at Adam, the city that is beside Zarethan, and those 
flowing down toward the Sea of the Arabah, the Salt Sea, were completely cut off. And the people passed over 
opposite Jericho. 17 Now the priests bearing the ark of the covenant of the Lord stood firmly on dry ground in 
the midst of the Jordan, and all Israel was passing over on dry ground until all the nation finished passing over 
the Jordan.  

 Immediately after the return of the spies, Joshua began preparation for the crossing of the Jordan (vv. 
1-4). The officers went throughout the tribes, and as they did they commanded that the Ark be kept in view. 
The people were told to keep a distance of 3,000 feet behind the Ark. God continued to lead His people by 
means of the ark. Whereas in the wilderness the cloudy pillar over the ark was the focus of the Israelites' 
attention, now the ark itself became the primary object of their interest. Interestingly, the people were not 
commanded to prepare their weapons for battle, but were commanded to consecrate themselves spiritually 
(v. 5). They were instructed to separate themselves for God’s purpose and will. The people's self-consecration 
(v. 5) consisted of their turning their hearts to God and getting their attitudes and actions right with Him. The 
Ark of the Covenant was going to lead them, not the priests, nor the soldiers. After Joshua gave the command 
for the people to march, the Lord again spoke to him and reassured him of His promise to be with him and 
that He would give him the victory (v. 7). 

 Apparently the pushing back of the waters of the Jordan was to be a sign to the Israelites that God 
would push back the Canaanites (v. 10). The Israelites crossed the Jordan when the river was at its widest, 
deepest, and swiftest. The priests went down to the waters of the Jordan and when they dipped their feet in 
the water (v. 15), the waters rose up in a heap very far away, at Adam, the city that is beside Zarethan (v. 16). 
Although there have been numerous proposed views regarding the nature of this event, it is my opinion that 
the best and most biblical view is that the Lord stopped the flow of the Jordan for a sufficient amount of time 
for the people of Israel to safely cross over. This event bore many similarities to the crossing of the Red Sea (v. 
13; cf. Exod. 14).  

Twelve Memorial Stones from the Jordan (4:1-24) 

4:1 When all the nation had finished passing over the Jordan, the Lord said to Joshua, 2 “Take twelve men from 
the people, from each tribe a man, 3 and command them, saying, ‘Take twelve stones from here out of the 
midst of the Jordan, from the very place where the priests’ feet stood firmly, and bring them over with you and 
lay them down in the place where you lodge tonight.’ ” 4 Then Joshua called the twelve men from the people of 
Israel, whom he had appointed, a man from each tribe. 5 And Joshua said to them, “Pass on before the ark of 
the Lord your God into the midst of the Jordan, and take up each of you a stone upon his shoulder, according to 
the number of the tribes of the people of Israel, 6 that this may be a sign among you. When your children ask in 
time to come, ‘What do those stones mean to you?’ 7 then you shall tell them that the waters of the Jordan 
were cut off before the ark of the covenant of the Lord. When it passed over the Jordan, the waters of the 
Jordan were cut off. So these stones shall be to the people of Israel a memorial forever.” 8 And the people of 
Israel did just as Joshua commanded and took up twelve stones out of the midst of the Jordan, according to the 
number of the tribes of the people of Israel, just as the Lord told Joshua. And they carried them over with them 
to the place where they lodged and laid them down there. 9 And Joshua set up twelve stones in the midst of 
the Jordan, in the place where the feet of the priests bearing the ark of the covenant had stood; and they are 
there to this day. 10 For the priests bearing the ark stood in the midst of the Jordan until everything was 
finished that the Lord commanded Joshua to tell the people, according to all that Moses had commanded 
Joshua. The people passed over in haste. 11 And when all the people had finished passing over, the ark of the 
Lord and the priests passed over before the people. 12 The sons of Reuben and the sons of Gad and the half-
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tribe of Manasseh passed over armed before the people of Israel, as Moses had told them. 13 About 40,000 
ready for war passed over before the Lord for battle, to the plains of Jericho. 14 On that day the Lord exalted 
Joshua in the sight of all Israel, and they stood in awe of him just as they had stood in awe of Moses, all the 
days of his life. 15 And the Lord said to Joshua, 16 “Command the priests bearing the ark of the testimony to 
come up out of the Jordan.” 17 So Joshua commanded the priests, “Come up out of the Jordan.” 18 And when 
the priests bearing the ark of the covenant of the Lord came up from the midst of the Jordan, and the soles of 
the priests’ feet were lifted up on dry ground, the waters of the Jordan returned to their place and overflowed 
all its banks, as before. 19 The people came up out of the Jordan on the tenth day of the first month, and they 
encamped at Gilgal on the east border of Jericho. 20 And those twelve stones, which they took out of the 
Jordan, Joshua set up at Gilgal. 21 And he said to the people of Israel, “When your children ask their fathers in 
times to come, ‘What do these stones mean?’ 22 then you shall let your children know, ‘Israel passed over this 
Jordan on dry ground.’ 23 For the Lord your God dried up the waters of the Jordan for you until you passed 
over, as the Lord your God did to the Red Sea, which he dried up for us until we passed over, 24 so that all the 
peoples of the earth may know that the hand of the Lord is mighty, that you may fear the Lord your God 
forever.”  

 The piling up of stones was a covenant ritual in the Ancient Near East. It was a common method of 
preserving the memory of important events (Gen. 8:20; 12:7; 35:7). The main point in the story of the crossing 
recorded in this chapter is the removal of the stones from the river bed. They served as a memorial of this 
event for generations to come (vv. 6-7). All the tribes of Israel participated in the crossing. There were two 
piles of 12 stones each, one at Gilgal (vv. 3-8, 20) and one presumably in the Jordan River bed (v. 9).  

 The text carefully clarifies that it was the presence of God symbolized by the ark that held back the 
waters of the Jordan. When the priests removed the ark from the river bed, the waters resumed their flow (v. 
18). That the crossing of the Jordan took place on the tenth day of the first month (v. 19) is significant. It was 
exactly 40 years earlier to the day that God instructed Israel to prepare to depart from Egypt by setting apart 
the paschal lambs (Exod 12:3).  

The New Generation gets Circumcised (5:1-9) 

 5:1 As soon as all the kings of the Amorites who were beyond the Jordan to the west, and all the kings of the 
Canaanites who were by the sea, heard that the Lord had dried up the waters of the Jordan for the people of 
Israel until they had crossed over, their hearts melted and there was no longer any spirit in them because of the 
people of Israel. 2 At that time the Lord said to Joshua, “Make flint knives and circumcise the sons of Israel a 
second time.” 3 So Joshua made flint knives and circumcised the sons of Israel at Gibeath-haaraloth. 4 And this 
is the reason why Joshua circumcised them: all the males of the people who came out of Egypt, all the men of 
war, had died in the wilderness on the way after they had come out of Egypt. 5 Though all the people who 
came out had been circumcised, yet all the people who were born on the way in the wilderness after they had 
come out of Egypt had not been circumcised. 6 For the people of Israel walked forty years in the wilderness, 
until all the nation, the men of war who came out of Egypt, perished, because they did not obey the voice of 
the Lord; the Lord swore to them that he would not let them see the land that the Lord had sworn to their 
fathers to give to us, a land flowing with milk and honey. 7 So it was their children, whom he raised up in their 
place, that Joshua circumcised. For they were uncircumcised, because they had not been circumcised on the 
way. 8 When the circumcising of the whole nation was finished, they remained in their places in the camp until 
they were healed. 9 And the Lord said to Joshua, “Today I have rolled away the reproach of Egypt from you.” 
And so the name of that place is called Gilgal to this day.  
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 The words in verse 1 are a fulfillment of the promises given in Exodus 23:27. God guaranteed Joshua's 
success only as he kept the Mosaic Law (1:7). It was necessary that all the males who had been born in the 
wilderness and had not undergone circumcision should do so. Circumcision included the individual male in the 
blessings of the Abrahamic Covenant (Gen 17). It was a prerequisite for partaking in the Passover that God 
required of all Israelites (Exod 12). Apparently the practice of circumcision was abandoned during the 
wilderness wanderings. The text states that the Lord commanded Joshua to circumcise the sons of Israel a 
second time (v. 2). The first mass circumcision of the Israelites evidently took place in Egypt before the first 
Passover and the Exodus. There are at least 2 views as to why circumcision was neglected. 1) Some argue that 
God did not allow them to be circumcised due to their sin (v. 6). In Numbers 14:29 we are told that all 
Israelites twenty years and older were condemned to die in the wilderness. 2) Another explanation is that 
most of the older generation simply neglected to circumcise their sons out of forgetfulness or 
discouragement. Joshua was instructed to make flint knives and circumcise all the men of Israel (v. 2).  

 The reproach of Egypt (v. 9) was the charge that originated with the Egyptians that Yahweh had led the 
Israelites out of Egypt only to destroy them in the wilderness (Exod 32:12; Num 14:13-16; Deut 9:28). Now 
that He had brought them into the land He had promised them, He had negated and rolled away this 
reproach.  

The First Passover in Canaan (5:10-12) 

5:10 While the people of Israel were encamped at Gilgal, they kept the Passover on the fourteenth day of the 
month in the evening on the plains of Jericho. 11 And the day after the Passover, on that very day, they ate of 
the produce of the land, unleavened cakes and parched grain. 12 And the manna ceased the day after they ate 
of the produce of the land. And there was no longer manna for the people of Israel, but they ate of the fruit of 
the land of Canaan that year.  

 The Law prescribed that only members of the covenant community could eat the Passover. It was a 
memorial to God's redemption of Israel out of Egyptian slavery in the Exodus. It symbolized God's deliverance 
of His people from the tyranny of sin (Exod 12:43-51). After all the men of Israel were circumcised, the people 
kept the Passover (v. 10). The next day in the Feast of Unleavened Bread the people were able to use the grain 
of the land to make bread (v. 11). God now provided for His people's need for daily bread by giving them the 
produce of the land rather than manna, which now ceased (v. 12; Exod 16:35).  

The Commander of the Lord’s Army (5:13-15) 

13 When Joshua was by Jericho, he lifted up his eyes and looked, and behold, a man was standing before him 
with his drawn sword in his hand. And Joshua went to him and said to him, “Are you for us, or for our 
adversaries?” 14 And he said, “No; but I am the commander of the army of the Lord. Now I have come.” And 
Joshua fell on his face to the earth and worshiped and said to him, “What does my lord say to his servant?” 15 
And the commander of the Lord’s army said to Joshua, “Take off your sandals from your feet, for the place 
where you are standing is holy.” And Joshua did so.  

 Just as the Lord had appeared to Moses in a special way to prepare him for leadership (Exod 3:2), so 
the Lord appeared to Joshua (vv. 13-15). Joshua did not immediately recognize Him (v. 13), but once he did, he 
fell on his face and worshipped Him without rebuke (v. 14). (Remember that whenever men attempted to 
worship angels, they were told to stop, because worship was reserved only for God.) Joshua was commanded 
to remove his sandals, since he was stepping on holy ground (v.15), just as Moses did in a similar situation 
(Exod 3:5). Although the content of the conversation is not given, we must assume that it dealt with special 
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instructions for the conquest of Jericho. This conversation is continued in 6:2. God not only instructed Joshua 
concerning what he should do in the battle ahead, but this Theophany or Christophany assured Joshua that 
the Lord would also personally lead His people in battle.  

Preparation for Battle (6:1-7) 

6:1 Now Jericho was shut up inside and outside because of the people of Israel. None went out, and none came 
in. 2 And the Lord said to Joshua, “See, I have given Jericho into your hand, with its king and mighty men of 
valor. 3 You shall march around the city, all the men of war going around the city once. Thus shall you do for six 
days. 4 Seven priests shall bear seven trumpets of rams’ horns before the ark. On the seventh day you shall 
march around the city seven times, and the priests shall blow the trumpets. 5 And when they make a long blast 
with the ram’s horn, when you hear the sound of the trumpet, then all the people shall shout with a great 
shout, and the wall of the city will fall down flat, and the people shall go up, everyone straight before him.” 6 
So Joshua the son of Nun called the priests and said to them, “Take up the Ark of the Covenant and let seven 
priests bear seven trumpets of rams’ horns before the ark of the Lord.” 7 And he said to the people, “Go 
forward. March around the city and let the armed men pass on before the ark of the Lord.”  

 It appears that v. 1 is parenthetical and v. 2 carries on the conversation between Joshua and the 
commander of the Lord’s army. The fear was so great in Jericho that they shut the gates of the city. I have 
given is a pronouncement of prophetic certainty. The Lord was reminding Joshua that victory was certain due 
to His intervention, and the victory would be complete (v. 2). The battle plans were most unusual. The people 
were to march around the city of Jericho once each day for six days and then seven times on the seventh day, 
at which time the walls would crumble giving access into the city (vv. 3-5).  

The Fall of Jericho (6:8-27) 

6: 8 And just as Joshua had commanded the people, the seven priests bearing the seven trumpets of rams’ 
horns before the Lord went forward, blowing the trumpets, with the ark of the covenant of the Lord following 
them. 9 The armed men were walking before the priests who were blowing the trumpets, and the rear guard 
was walking after the ark, while the trumpets blew continually. 10 But Joshua commanded the people, “You 
shall not shout or make your voice heard, neither shall any word go out of your mouth, until the day I tell you 
to shout. Then you shall shout.” 11 So he caused the ark of the Lord to circle the city, going about it once. And 
they came into the camp and spent the night in the camp. 12 Then Joshua rose early in the morning, and the 
priests took up the ark of the Lord. 13 And the seven priests bearing the seven trumpets of rams’ horns before 
the ark of the Lord walked on, and they blew the trumpets continually. And the armed men were walking 
before them, and the rear guard was walking after the ark of the Lord, while the trumpets blew continually. 14 
And the second day they marched around the city once, and returned into the camp. So they did for six days. 15 
On the seventh day they rose early, at the dawn of day, and marched around the city in the same manner 
seven times. It was only on that day that they marched around the city seven times. 16 And at the seventh 
time, when the priests had blown the trumpets, Joshua said to the people, “Shout, for the Lord has given you 
the city. 17 And the city and all that is within it shall be devoted to the Lord for destruction. Only Rahab the 
prostitute and all who are with her in her house shall live, because she hid the messengers whom we sent. 18 
But you, keep yourselves from the things devoted to destruction, lest when you have devoted them you take 
any of the devoted things and make the camp of Israel a thing for destruction and bring trouble upon it. 19 But 
all silver and gold, and every vessel of bronze and iron, are holy to the Lord; they shall go into the treasury of 
the Lord.” 20 So the people shouted, and the trumpets were blown. As soon as the people heard the sound of 
the trumpet, the people shouted a great shout, and the wall fell down flat, so that the people went up into the 
city, every man straight before him, and they captured the city. 21 Then they devoted all in the city to 
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destruction, both men and women, young and old, oxen, sheep, and donkeys, with the edge of the sword. 22 
But to the two men who had spied out the land, Joshua said, “Go into the prostitute’s house and bring out from 
there the woman and all who belong to her, as you swore to her.” 23 So the young men who had been spies 
went in and brought out Rahab and her father and mother and brothers and all who belonged to her. And they 
brought all her relatives and put them outside the camp of Israel. 24 And they burned the city with fire, and 
everything in it. Only the silver and gold, and the vessels of bronze and of iron, they put into the treasury of the 
house of the Lord. 25 But Rahab the prostitute and her father’s household and all who belonged to her, Joshua 
saved alive. And she has lived in Israel to this day, because she hid the messengers whom Joshua sent to spy 
out Jericho. 26 Joshua laid an oath on them at that time, saying, “Cursed before the Lord be the man who rises 
up and rebuilds this city, Jericho. “At the cost of his firstborn shall he lay its foundation, and at the cost of his 
youngest son shall he set up its gates.” 27 So the Lord was with Joshua, and his fame was in all the land.  

This section of the text deals with the organization and performance of the march which was carried 
out over the seven day period (vv. 8-19). The prominent place given to the priests and the ark indicate that it 
was God who was leading the people into battle. Joshua instructed the people that the city of Jericho was to 
be “under the ban”, that is devoted to the Lord for destruction, (Hebrew, herem) (vv. 17-18). Hence, Jericho 
and all of its contents were completely devoted to the Lord. No objects were to be kept by any of the Israelite 
people (v. 18). Metal objects were to be kept and consecrated to the Lord as part of His treasury (v. 19).  

On the seventh day, upon completion of the march, the people shouted when the priests gave the 
signal (v. 20). At this time the walls of Jericho collapsed. Although there have been many proposed suggestions 
regarding how and why the walls fell, it is best to assume that God Himself brought about the collapse of the 
walls. It must be kept in mind that while the walls of the city collapsed destroying the houses adjacent to 
them, the house of Rahab remained intact.  

Excavations at Jericho by John Garstang between 1930 and 1936, and more recently by Kathleen 
Kenyon between 1952 and 1958, have confirmed the collapse of the wall under itself as recorded. They also 
reveal that the invaders burned the city (v. 24) although there was some disagreement between them 
concerning the timing of these events. Garstang held that the collapse of the wall and the burning of the city 
took place at approximately the same time, as the text records. However, Kenyon believed the city burned at a 
much earlier date and fell at a much later date Although the archaeological evidence for the destruction of 
Jericho is very controversial, it must be noted that the biblical account is to be taken on faith and should not 
require confirmation by any extra biblical sources.  

After a brief battle, the armies of Israel devoted all in the city to destruction, both men and women, 
young and old, oxen, sheep, and donkeys, with the edge of the sword (v. 21). Several facts need to be kept in 
mind when thinking about the use of holy war in the Old Testament. 1) The destruction of Canaanite cities was 
based on religious factors, not political or military (Deut 7:2-6). 2) The actions taken at Jericho and other 
Canaanite cities were commanded by the Lord Himself (Josh 8:2), thus involving the moral character of God. 
Since God is perfect and holy, all that He commands must be just and right. 3) The Lord Himself was the One 
destroying these cities (Josh 6:2). 4) The destruction of the Canaanite cities was a direct judgment from the 
Lord because of their iniquities (Gen 15:16-21), and was designed to protect the religious purity of the people 
of the nation of Israel.  

The Lord reserves the right to punish sin whenever and wherever it occurs. It is only by His mercy and 
grace that man is allowed to live even a minute after sinning. Since sinful man is deserving of death, the 
question should not be why does God punish sin, but why does He show mercy to anyone. God remains 
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perfectly holy and righteous by punishing sin. The history of Rahab and her family is an example of God acting 
in His mercy and grace (vv. 22-25).  

The curse pronounced by Joshua involved the refortification of Jericho (v. 26). The first attempt to 
refortify the city is recorded in I Kings 16:34. During the reign of King Ahab, Hiel attempted to rebuild the city, 
and lost two of his sons in fulfillment of the curse. Some suggest that this curse was removed by the 
intercession of Elisha, as recorded in II Kings 2:18-22.  

Israel Defeated at Ai (7:1-9) 

7:1 But the people of Israel broke faith in regard to the devoted things, for Achan the son of Carmi, son of 
Zabdi, son of Zerah, of the tribe of Judah, took some of the devoted things. And the anger of the Lord burned 
against the people of Israel. 2 Joshua sent men from Jericho to Ai, which is near Beth-aven, east of Bethel, and 
said to them, “Go up and spy out the land.” And the men went up and spied out Ai. 3 And they returned to 
Joshua and said to him, “Do not have all the people go up, but let about two or three thousand men go up and 
attack Ai. Do not make the whole people toil up there, for they are few.” 4 So about 3,000 men went up there 
from the people. And they fled before the men of Ai, 5 and the men of Ai killed about thirty-six of their men and 
chased them before the gate as far as Shebarim and struck them at the descent. And the hearts of the people 
melted and became as water. 6 Then Joshua tore his clothes and fell to the earth on his face before the ark of 
the Lord until the evening, he and the elders of Israel. And they put dust on their heads. 7 And Joshua said, 
“Alas, O Lord God, why have you brought this people over the Jordan at all, to give us into the hands of the 
Amorites, to destroy us? Would that we had been content to dwell beyond the Jordan! 8 O Lord, what can I 
say, when Israel has turned their backs before their enemies! 9 For the Canaanites and all the inhabitants of 
the land will hear of it and will surround us and cut off our name from the earth. And what will you do for your 
great name?” 

 This chapter reveals how victory on the part of God’s people can be so quickly turned into defeat by 
the disobedience and sin of one individual. We are told that the people of Israel broke faith in regard to the 
devoted things, because one individual, Achan, took some of the devoted things (v. 1). The consequences of 
the sin of Achan are discussed in vv. 2-5.  

 In preparation for the next phase of battle, Joshua sent men to Ai directly from Jericho (v. 2). Since Ai 
was small, they recommended that only 2,000 – 3,000 men were needed for the battle (v. 3). Joshua agreed 
and sent around 3,000 men to take Ai (v. 4). However, the battle turned against the people of Israel and they 
panicked and fled. By the time they reached Joshua in Gilgal, 36 men were dead (v. 5).Interestingly, the hearts 
of the people melted and became as water (v. 5). When Joshua heard this, he tore his clothes and fell to the 
earth on his face (v. 6). Then he and the elders put dust on their heads (v. 6), which is a sign of deep sorrow 
and humiliation.  

Then Joshua, using words similar to the disobedient and murmuring people of Israel in the wilderness 
(Exod 16:2-3; Num 14:2-4) asked the Lord, why have you brought this people over the Jordan at all, to give us 
into the hands of the Amorites, to destroy us? (v. 7). However, unlike the people in the wilderness, Joshua was 
not only concerned for the people but also for the name of the Lord (v. 9).  

The Sin of Achan (7:10-21) 

7: 10 The Lord said to Joshua, “Get up! Why have you fallen on your face? 11 Israel has sinned; they have 
transgressed my covenant that I commanded them; they have taken some of the devoted things; they have 
stolen and lied and put them among their own belongings. 12 Therefore the people of Israel cannot stand 
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before their enemies. They turn their backs before their enemies, because they have become devoted for 
destruction. I will be with you no more, unless you destroy the devoted things from among you. 13 Get up! 
Consecrate the people and say, ‘Consecrate yourselves for tomorrow; for thus says the Lord, God of Israel, 
“There are devoted things in your midst, O Israel. You cannot stand before your enemies until you take away 
the devoted things from among you.” 14 In the morning therefore you shall be brought near by your tribes. 
And the tribe that the Lord takes by lot shall come near by clans. And the clan that the Lord takes shall come 
near by households. And the household that the Lord takes shall come near man by man. 15 And he who is 
taken with the devoted things shall be burned with fire, he and all that he has, because he has transgressed the 
covenant of the Lord, and because he has done an outrageous thing in Israel.’ ” 16 So Joshua rose early in the 
morning and brought Israel near tribe by tribe, and the tribe of Judah was taken. 17 And he brought near the 
clans of Judah, and the clan of the Zerahites was taken. And he brought near the clan of the Zerahites man by 
man, and Zabdi was taken. 18 And he brought near his household man by man, and Achan the son of Carmi, 
son of Zabdi, son of Zerah, of the tribe of Judah, was taken. 19 Then Joshua said to Achan, “My son, give glory 
to the Lord God of Israel and give praise to him. And tell me now what you have done; do not hide it from me.” 
20 And Achan answered Joshua, “Truly I have sinned against the Lord God of Israel, and this is what I did: 21 
when I saw among the spoil a beautiful cloak from Shinar, and 200 shekels of silver, and a bar of gold weighing 
50 shekels, then I coveted them and took them. And see, they are hidden in the earth inside my tent, with the 
silver underneath.”  

 The Lord pointed out to Joshua that the reason for the defeat was sin (v. 11). Since someone had 
violated the ban, the entire people of Israel were now themselves under the ban until the situation was 
resolved (v. 12). As per the Lord’s instructions, Joshua instructed the people to consecrate themselves (v. 13). 
The Lord would help him find the guilty party by taking lots. In this way, Joshua was able to narrow down the 
person by tribe, then by clan, then by household, and finally by man (vv. 15-16). The burning of a criminal after 
his stoning was one way of emphasizing the wickedness of his crime (Lev. 20:14; cf. Deut. 13:15-16). It was an 
outrageous thing (v. 15) to steal something under the ban from God.  

The events are recorded in vv. 17-18, and Joshua was able to find Achan, who had sinned. This is 
followed by Joshua’s words to Achan to give glory to the Lord God of Israel and give praise to him. And tell me 
now what you have done (v. 19). This is followed by Achan’s confession (vv. 20-21). Even though Achan's sin 
carried a punishment that he could not decrease or postpone, Achan could at least reduce his guilt by 
confessing his sin. Achan's confession clearly revealed the process involved in yielding to temptation (v. 21). 
The same three verbs “I saw," "I coveted," and "I took" appear in the story of the Fall (Gen 3:6-7, 10; 2 Sam 
11:2-4, 8).  

The Punishment of Sin (7:22-26) 

7:22 So Joshua sent messengers, and they ran to the tent; and behold, it was hidden in his tent with the silver 
underneath. 23 And they took them out of the tent and brought them to Joshua and to all the people of Israel. 
And they laid them down before the Lord. 24 And Joshua and all Israel with him took Achan the son of Zerah, 
and the silver and the cloak and the bar of gold, and his sons and daughters and his oxen and donkeys and 
sheep and his tent and all that he had. And they brought them up to the Valley of Achor. 25 And Joshua said, 
“Why did you bring trouble on us? The Lord brings trouble on you today.” And all Israel stoned him with stones. 
They burned them with fire and stoned them with stones. 26 And they raised over him a great heap of stones 
that remains to this day. Then the Lord turned from his burning anger. Therefore, to this day the name of that 
place is called the Valley of Achor.   
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The Israelites punished Achan's children with him (v. 24). The people also destroyed all of his 
possessions (Deut 13:16-17). Achan's sin was high-handed defiance against God (Num. 15:30, 35). The heap of 
stones the people raised over Achan, his family, and his possessions (v. 26) memorialized this act of rebellion 
for the Israelites and their children. They also named the valley in which this took place Achor, which means 
troubling or disaster, as a further reminder.  

 Achan and his family were to Israel at this time what Ananias and Sapphira were to the early church 
(Acts 5). They were a strong warning of the consequences of sin among God's people. Korah and his cohorts as 
well as Nadab and Abihu were similar examples.  

The Fall of Ai (8:1-29) 

8:1 And the Lord said to Joshua, “Do not fear and do not be dismayed. Take all the fighting men with you, and 
arise, go up to Ai. See, I have given into your hand the king of Ai, and his people, his city, and his land. 2 And 
you shall do to Ai and its king as you did to Jericho and its king. Only its spoil and its livestock you shall take as 
plunder for yourselves. Lay an ambush against the city, behind it.” 3 So Joshua and all the fighting men arose 
to go up to Ai. And Joshua chose 30,000 mighty men of valor and sent them out by night. 4 And he commanded 
them, “Behold, you shall lie in ambush against the city, behind it. Do not go very far from the city, but all of you 
remain ready. 5 And I and all the people who are with me will approach the city. And when they come out 
against us just as before, we shall flee before them. 6 And they will come out after us, until we have drawn 
them away from the city. For they will say, ‘They are fleeing from us, just as before.’ So we will flee before 
them. 7 Then you shall rise up from the ambush and seize the city, for the Lord your God will give it into your 
hand. 8 And as soon as you have taken the city, you shall set the city on fire. You shall do according to the word 
of the Lord. See, I have commanded you.” 9 So Joshua sent them out. And they went to the place of ambush 
and lay between Bethel and Ai, to the west of Ai, but Joshua spent that night among the people. 10 Joshua 
arose early in the morning and mustered the people and went up, he and the elders of Israel, before the people 
to Ai. 11 And all the fighting men who were with him went up and drew near before the city and encamped on 
the north side of Ai, with a ravine between them and Ai. 12 He took about 5,000 men and set them in ambush 
between Bethel and Ai, to the west of the city. 13 So they stationed the forces, the main encampment that was 
north of the city and its rear guard west of the city. But Joshua spent that night in the valley. 14 And as soon as 
the king of Ai saw this, he and all his people, the men of the city, hurried and went out early to the appointed 
place toward the Arabah to meet Israel in battle. But he did not know that there was an ambush against him 
behind the city. 15 And Joshua and all Israel pretended to be beaten before them and fled in the direction of 
the wilderness. 16 So all the people who were in the city were called together to pursue them, and as they 
pursued Joshua they were drawn away from the city. 17 Not a man was left in Ai or Bethel who did not go out 
after Israel. They left the city open and pursued Israel. 18 Then the Lord said to Joshua, “Stretch out the javelin 
that is in your hand toward Ai, for I will give it into your hand.” And Joshua stretched out the javelin that was in 
his hand toward the city. 19 And the men in the ambush rose quickly out of their place, and as soon as he had 
stretched out his hand, they ran and entered the city and captured it. And they hurried to set the city on fire. 20 
So when the men of Ai looked back, behold, the smoke of the city went up to heaven, and they had no power to 
flee this way or that, for the people who fled to the wilderness turned back against the pursuers. 21 And when 
Joshua and all Israel saw that the ambush had captured the city, and that the smoke of the city went up, then 
they turned back and struck down the men of Ai. 22 And the others came out from the city against them, so 
they were in the midst of Israel, some on this side, and some on that side. And Israel struck them down, until 
there was left none that survived or escaped. 23 But the king of Ai they took alive, and brought him near to 
Joshua. 24 When Israel had finished killing all the inhabitants of Ai in the open wilderness where they pursued 
them, and all of them to the very last had fallen by the edge of the sword, all Israel returned to Ai and struck it 
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down with the edge of the sword. 25 And all who fell that day, both men and women, were 12,000, all the 
people of Ai. 26 But Joshua did not draw back his hand with which he stretched out the javelin until he had 
devoted all the inhabitants of Ai to destruction. 27 Only the livestock and the spoil of that city Israel took as 
their plunder, according to the word of the Lord that he commanded Joshua. 28 So Joshua burned Ai and made 
it forever a heap of ruins, as it is to this day. 29 And he hanged the king of Ai on a tree until evening. And at 
sunset Joshua commanded, and they took his body down from the tree and threw it at the entrance of the gate 
of the city and raised over it a great heap of stones, which stands there to this day.  

When God’s instructions concerning the conquest of Ai were given after Achan’s death, the irony of the 
situation became even more apparent. If Achan had obeyed God in the first place, he would have lived to 
participate in the spoils of Ai. The New Testament principle is expressed in the words of the Lord Jesus: “But 
seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well” (Matthew 6:33). 

God gave specific instructions and they were followed: “Take the whole army with you, and go up and attack 
Ai. For I have delivered into your hands the king of Ai, his people, his city and his land” (Joshua 8:1). 

The conquests of Jericho, Ai, and Bethel opened up the center of the land to the invading army. The way was 
now clear to advance both southward and northward in the occupation of the whole land. Violent and 
arduous campaigns were ahead, but the people of Israel had embarked on a path that God had promised 
would lead to certain success. 

Covenant renewed at Mount Ebal (8:30-35) 

30 At that time Joshua built an altar to the Lord, the God of Israel, on Mount Ebal, 31 just as Moses the servant 
of the Lord had commanded the people of Israel, as it is written in the Book of the Law of Moses, “an altar of 
uncut stones, upon which no man has wielded an iron tool.” And they offered on it burnt offerings to the Lord 
and sacrificed peace offerings. 32 And there, in the presence of the people of Israel, he wrote on the stones a 
copy of the law of Moses, which he had written. 33 And all Israel, sojourner as well as native born, with their 
elders and officers and their judges, stood on opposite sides of the ark before the Levitical priests who carried 
the ark of the covenant of the Lord, half of them in front of Mount Gerizim and half of them in front of Mount 
Ebal, just as Moses the servant of the Lord had commanded at the first, to bless the people of Israel. 34 And 
afterward he read all the words of the law, the blessing and the curse, according to all that is written in the 
Book of the Law. 35 There was not a word of all that Moses commanded that Joshua did not read before all the 
assembly of Israel, and the women, and the little ones, and the sojourners who lived among them.  

It must have been a tremendously impressive sight and sound as the priests and people assembled on the 
sides of the adjacent mountains, Gerizim and Ebal, and pronounced the blessings and curses of the Law. 

The altar symbolized God’s claim to the land (Gen. 12:8), and the law defined the character of His rule. The 
burnt offerings symbolized Israel’s total consecration to God and served to ransom them. The fellowship 
offerings, which were eaten, celebrated their relationship with God. 

Treaty with Gibeon (9:1-27) 

9:1 As soon as all the kings who were beyond the Jordan in the hill country and in the lowland all along the 
coast of the Great Sea toward Lebanon, the Hittites, the Amorites, the Canaanites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, 
and the Jebusites, heard of this, 2 they gathered together as one to fight against Joshua and Israel. 3 But when 
the inhabitants of Gibeon heard what Joshua had done to Jericho and to Ai, 4 they on their part acted with 
cunning and went and made ready provisions and took worn-out sacks for their donkeys, and wineskins, worn-
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out and torn and mended, 5 with worn-out, patched sandals on their feet, and worn-out clothes. And all their 
provisions were dry and crumbly. 6 And they went to Joshua in the camp at Gilgal and said to him and to the 
men of Israel, “We have come from a distant country, so now make a covenant with us.” 7 But the men of 
Israel said to the Hivites, “Perhaps you live among us; then how can we make a covenant with you?” 8 They 
said to Joshua, “We are your servants.” And Joshua said to them, “Who are you? And where do you come 
from?” 9 They said to him, “From a very distant country your servants have come, because of the name of the 
Lord your God. For we have heard a report of him, and all that he did in Egypt, 10 and all that he did to the two 
kings of the Amorites who were beyond the Jordan, to Sihon the king of Heshbon, and to Og king of Bashan, 
who lived in Ashtaroth. 11 So our elders and all the inhabitants of our country said to us, ‘Take provisions in 
your hand for the journey and go to meet them and say to them, “We are your servants. Come now, make a 
covenant with us.” ’ 12 Here is our bread. It was still warm when we took it from our houses as our food for the 
journey on the day we set out to come to you, but now, behold, it is dry and crumbly. 13 These wineskins were 
new when we filled them, and behold, they have burst. And these garments and sandals of ours are worn out 
from the very long journey.” 14 So the men took some of their provisions, but did not ask counsel from the 
Lord. 15 And Joshua made peace with them and made a covenant with them, to let them live, and the leaders 
of the congregation swore to them. 16 At the end of three days after they had made a covenant with them, 
they heard that they were their neighbors and that they lived among them. 17 And the people of Israel set out 
and reached their cities on the third day. Now their cities were Gibeon, Chephirah, Beeroth, and Kiriath-jearim. 
18 But the people of Israel did not attack them, because the leaders of the congregation had sworn to them by 
the Lord, the God of Israel. Then all the congregation murmured against the leaders. 19 But all the leaders said 
to all the congregation, “We have sworn to them by the Lord, the God of Israel, and now we may not touch 
them. 20 This we will do to them: let them live, lest wrath be upon us, because of the oath that we swore to 
them.” 21 And the leaders said to them, “Let them live.” So they became cutters of wood and drawers of water 
for all the congregation, just as the leaders had said of them. 22 Joshua summoned them, and he said to them, 
“Why did you deceive us, saying, ‘We are very far from you,’ when you dwell among us? 23 Now therefore you 
are cursed, and some of you shall never be anything but servants, cutters of wood and drawers of water for the 
house of my God.” 24 They answered Joshua, “Because it was told to your servants for a certainty that the Lord 
your God had commanded his servant Moses to give you all the land and to destroy all the inhabitants of the 
land from before you—so we feared greatly for our lives because of you and did this thing. 25 And now, behold, 
we are in your hand. Whatever seems good and right in your sight to do to us, do it.” 26 So he did this to them 
and delivered them out of the hand of the people of Israel, and they did not kill them. 27 But Joshua made 
them that day cutters of wood and drawers of water for the congregation and for the altar of the Lord, to this 
day, in the place that he should choose.  

The actions of the Gibeonites showed their knowledge of the circumstances and of Israel’s position. They 
confessed to Joshua their alarm at what they had heard about the long-ago events of the Exodus (Joshua 9:9) 
and the more recent Transjordanian conquests (Joshua 9:10). There was nothing wrong with their assessment 
of the situation. They must have also known of God’s command to Israel concerning the extermination of the 
nations of Canaan. Furthermore, they seemed to recognize that they had no chance of winning against Israel, 
or even of surviving. 

From their perspective, they were desperate and needed to take extreme measures. Their plot had been 
worked out to the minutest detail. The bread, the wineskins, the garments, the shoes—everything had been 
prepared very cleverly to confirm their story. It was clearly a serious error on the part of Joshua and his aides 
not to investigate the Gibeonites’ story more thoroughly. 
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We see failure of Joshua and his associates in these words, The men of Israel sampled their provisions but did 
not inquire of the Lord (Joshua 9:14). The promise and oath made to the Gibeonites was incredibly rash under 
the circumstances. God’s explicit command to utterly destroy all the nations of Canaan should have caused 
the Israelite leaders to be exceedingly careful about making any kind of agreement. But they apparently 
trusted completely in appearances.  

After three days (Joshua 9:16), Joshua received information that exposed the deceit of the Gibeonites. The 
leaders insisted that they could not break their oath. Therefore, the Gibeonites were spared. Israel kept its 
word to the Gibeonites until Saul, the first king of Israel, sought to exterminate them in his misguided zeal for 
the nation of Israel (2 Samuel 21:1, 2). 

The leaders could not undo what they had done; consequently, once they had made the mistake of promising 
the Gibeonites without consulting God, they were evidently right in keeping their promise. The result, 
however, was disadvantageous to Israel for several reasons. Israel immediately had to exert increased military 
action to defend the Gibeonites against their former allies. 

The Gibeonites continued to live among the Israelites as a subject people and a servant class, “woodcutters 
and water carriers,” in some way connected with the worship at the central sanctuary (Joshua 9:23, 27). 

Conquest of the South (10:1-43) 

10:1 As soon as Adoni-zedek, king of Jerusalem, heard how Joshua had captured Ai and had devoted it to 
destruction, doing to Ai and its king as he had done to Jericho and its king, and how the inhabitants of Gibeon 
had made peace with Israel and were among them, 2 he feared greatly, because Gibeon was a great city, like 
one of the royal cities, and because it was greater than Ai, and all its men were warriors. 3 So Adoni-zedek king 
of Jerusalem sent to Hoham king of Hebron, to Piram king of Jarmuth, to Japhia king of Lachish, and to Debir 
king of Eglon, saying, 4 “Come up to me and help me, and let us strike Gibeon. For it has made peace with 
Joshua and with the people of Israel.” 5 Then the five kings of the Amorites, the king of Jerusalem, the king of 
Hebron, the king of Jarmuth, the king of Lachish, and the king of Eglon, gathered their forces and went up with 
all their armies and encamped against Gibeon and made war against it. 6 And the men of Gibeon sent to 
Joshua at the camp in Gilgal, saying, “Do not relax your hand from your servants. Come up to us quickly and 
save us and help us, for all the kings of the Amorites who dwell in the hill country are gathered against us.” 7 
So Joshua went up from Gilgal, he and all the people of war with him, and all the mighty men of valor. 8 And 
the Lord said to Joshua, “Do not fear them, for I have given them into your hands. Not a man of them shall 
stand before you.” 9 So Joshua came upon them suddenly, having marched up all night from Gilgal. 10 And the 
Lord threw them into a panic before Israel, who struck them with a great blow at Gibeon and chased them by 
the way of the ascent of Beth-horon and struck them as far as Azekah and Makkedah. 11 And as they fled 
before Israel, while they were going down the ascent of Beth-horon, the Lord threw down large stones from 
heaven on them as far as Azekah, and they died. There were more who died because of the hailstones than the 
sons of Israel killed with the sword. 12 At that time Joshua spoke to the Lord in the day when the Lord gave the 
Amorites over to the sons of Israel, and he said in the sight of Israel, “Sun, stand still at Gibeon, and moon, in 
the Valley of Aijalon.” 13 And the sun stood still, and the moon stopped, until the nation took vengeance on 
their enemies. Is this not written in the Book of Jashar? The sun stopped in the midst of heaven and did not 
hurry to set for about a whole day. 14 There has been no day like it before or since, when the Lord heeded the 
voice of a man, for the Lord fought for Israel. 15 So Joshua returned, and all Israel with him, to the camp at 
Gilgal. 16 These five kings fled and hid themselves in the cave at Makkedah. 17 And it was told to Joshua, “The 
five kings have been found, hidden in the cave at Makkedah.” 18 And Joshua said, “Roll large stones against 
the mouth of the cave and set men by it to guard them, 19 but do not stay there yourselves. Pursue your 
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enemies; attack their rear guard. Do not let them enter their cities, for the Lord your God has given them into 
your hand.” 20 When Joshua and the sons of Israel had finished striking them with a great blow until they were 
wiped out, and when the remnant that remained of them had entered into the fortified cities, 21 then all the 
people returned safe to Joshua in the camp at Makkedah. Not a man moved his tongue against any of the 
people of Israel. 22 Then Joshua said, “Open the mouth of the cave and bring those five kings out to me from 
the cave.” 23 And they did so, and brought those five kings out to him from the cave, the king of Jerusalem, the 
king of Hebron, the king of Jarmuth, the king of Lachish, and the king of Eglon. 24 And when they brought 
those kings out to Joshua, Joshua summoned all the men of Israel and said to the chiefs of the men of war who 
had gone with him, “Come near; put your feet on the necks of these kings.” Then they came near and put their 
feet on their necks. 25 And Joshua said to them, “Do not be afraid or dismayed; be strong and courageous. For 
thus the Lord will do to all your enemies against whom you fight.” 26 And afterward Joshua struck them and 
put them to death, and he hanged them on five trees. And they hung on the trees until evening. 27 But at the 
time of the going down of the sun, Joshua commanded, and they took them down from the trees and threw 
them into the cave where they had hidden themselves, and they set large stones against the mouth of the 
cave, which remain to this very day. 28 As for Makkedah, Joshua captured it on that day and struck it, and its 
king, with the edge of the sword. He devoted to destruction every person in it; he left none remaining. And he 
did to the king of Makkedah just as he had done to the king of Jericho. 29 Then Joshua and all Israel with him 
passed on from Makkedah to Libnah and fought against Libnah. 30 And the Lord gave it also and its king into 
the hand of Israel. And he struck it with the edge of the sword, and every person in it; he left none remaining in 
it. And he did to its king as he had done to the king of Jericho. 31 Then Joshua and all Israel with him passed on 
from Libnah to Lachish and laid siege to it and fought against it. 32 And the Lord gave Lachish into the hand of 
Israel, and he captured it on the second day and struck it with the edge of the sword, and every person in it, as 
he had done to Libnah. 33 Then Horam king of Gezer came up to help Lachish. And Joshua struck him and his 
people, until he left none remaining. 34 Then Joshua and all Israel with him passed on from Lachish to Eglon. 
And they laid siege to it and fought against it. 35 And they captured it on that day, and struck it with the edge 
of the sword. And he devoted every person in it to destruction that day, as he had done to Lachish. 36 Then 
Joshua and all Israel with him went up from Eglon to Hebron. And they fought against it 37 and captured it and 
struck it with the edge of the sword, and its king and its towns, and every person in it. He left none remaining, 
as he had done to Eglon, and devoted it to destruction and every person in it. 38 Then Joshua and all Israel with 
him turned back to Debir and fought against it 39 and he captured it with its king and all its towns. And they 
struck them with the edge of the sword and devoted to destruction every person in it; he left none remaining. 
Just as he had done to Hebron and to Libnah and its king, so he did to Debir and to its king. 40 So Joshua struck 
the whole land, the hill country and the Negeb and the lowland and the slopes, and all their kings. He left none 
remaining, but devoted to destruction all that breathed, just as the Lord God of Israel commanded. 41 And 
Joshua struck them from Kadesh-barnea as far as Gaza, and all the country of Goshen, as far as Gibeon. 42 And 
Joshua captured all these kings and their land at one time, because the Lord God of Israel fought for Israel. 43 
Then Joshua returned, and all Israel with him, to the camp at Gilgal.  

Adonizedek, king of Jerusalem, was able to forge an alliance with four other Amorite kings in order to 
withstand Israel’s attacks; they made a counterattack on Gibeon, now Israel’s tributary and ally. This alliance 
was prompted by a common fear and hatred of the invaders. News of Jericho and Ai was bad enough for 
them, but Gibeon’s defection was even worse because it was an important city, larger than Ai (Joshua 10:2). 

The five kings and their armies from the hill country besieged Gibeon, causing the men of that city to send 
word to Joshua at Gilgal, seeking his immediate help. Leaving Gilgal, which had been the headquarters of the 
Israelites since they crossed the Jordan, Joshua and his army made a night march (Joshua 10:9) to relieve 
Gibeon and attacked suddenly, after assurance of victory receiving from the Lord  (Joshua 10:8). 
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The defeat of the Amorites became a rout as they hastily withdrew before the Israelites. God intervened in a 
miraculous way by sending a sudden hailstorm (Joshua 10:11) so that more of the enemy were killed by 
hailstones than by the swords of Israel. 

The passage describing this battle is a crucial one because it is the account of Joshua’s long day. Joshua 
commanded, “On the day the Lord gave the Amorites over to Israel, Joshua said to the Lord in the presence of 
Israel: "O sun, stand still over Gibeon, O moon, over the Valley of Aijalon” (Joshua 10:12). It is clear that what 
ensued was not an illusion or hallucination on the part of the assembled armies. It was a true, objective 
phenomenon. Those who were present observed that for a time the sun stayed in the same place in the sky.  

Once the five enemy kings had hidden themselves in a cave at Makkedah, the morale of their forces 
undoubtedly sank even lower. The victorious Israelites secured the mouth of the cave and pursued after the 
fleeing armies (Joshua 10:18, 19). It was a complete triumph. “No one uttered a word against the Israelites” 
(Joshua 10:21b). 

Joshua commanded the army leaders to do something symbolic: “Come here and put your feet on the necks of 
these kings” (Joshua 10:24b). The men did so in recognition of their victory over the kings. This was apparently 
a well known ceremony in the Ancient Near East. 

The closing part of Joshua 10 gives us more information about the completion of the southern campaign, with 
mention of Libnah, Lachish, Eglon, Hebron and Debir. The chapter closes with a summary of the conquest to 
this point: 

So Joshua subdued the whole region, including the hill country, the Negev, the western foothills and the 
mountain slopes, together with all their kings. He left no survivors. He totally destroyed all who breathed, just 
as the Lord, the God of Israel, had commanded (Joshua 10:40).  

Conquest of the North (11:1-15) 

11:1 When Jabin, king of Hazor, heard of this, he sent to Jobab king of Madon, and to the king of Shimron, and 
to the king of Achshaph, 2 and to the kings who were in the northern hill country, and in the Arabah south of 
Chinneroth, and in the lowland, and in Naphoth-dor on the west, 3 to the Canaanites in the east and the west, 
the Amorites, the Hittites, the Perizzites, and the Jebusites in the hill country, and the Hivites under Hermon in 
the land of Mizpah. 4 And they came out with all their troops, a great horde, in number like the sand that is on 
the seashore, with very many horses and chariots. 5 And all these kings joined their forces and came and 
encamped together at the waters of Merom to fight against Israel. 6 And the Lord said to Joshua, “Do not be 
afraid of them, for tomorrow at this time I will give over all of them, slain, to Israel. You shall hamstring their 
horses and burn their chariots with fire.” 7 So Joshua and all his warriors came suddenly against them by the 
waters of Merom and fell upon them. 8 And the Lord gave them into the hand of Israel, who struck them and 
chased them as far as Great Sidon and Misrephoth-maim, and eastward as far as the Valley of Mizpeh. And 
they struck them until he left none remaining. 9 And Joshua did to them just as the Lord said to him: he 
hamstrung their horses and burned their chariots with fire. 10 And Joshua turned back at that time and 
captured Hazor and struck its king with the sword, for Hazor formerly was the head of all those kingdoms. 11 
And they struck with the sword all who were in it, devoting them to destruction; there was none left that 
breathed. And he burned Hazor with fire. 12 And all the cities of those kings, and all their kings, Joshua 
captured, and struck them with the edge of the sword, devoting them to destruction, just as Moses the servant 
of the Lord had commanded. 13 But none of the cities that stood on mounds did Israel burn, except Hazor 
alone; that Joshua burned. 14 And all the spoil of these cities and the livestock, the people of Israel took for 
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their plunder. But every man they struck with the edge of the sword until they had destroyed them, and they 
did not leave any who breathed. 15 Just as the Lord had commanded Moses his servant, so Moses commanded 
Joshua, and so Joshua did. He left nothing undone of all that the Lord had commanded Moses.  

The northern campaign, like the southern one, also consists of two parts: the rout at the Waters of Merom 
(11:1-9) and the subsequent capture of the cities (11:10-15). The Canaanite coalition was armed with the 
ultimate weapon of their day, the lightweight horse-drawn chariot, which could be disassembled and 
reassembled for fighting in the plains. Once again Israel followed its rules of holy war. Joshua consulted the 
Lord, and He gave Joshua’s army the encouragement needed against staggering odds. He told them both the 
time of battle, and the tactics to employ. When Joshua’s men had crippled the horses, the charioteers would 
be forced to flee and the Israelites could then pursue them. Joshua and his battle-hardened army now 
attacked suddenly in a preemptive strike (7). The rout was on again (8). 
 
Summary of the Conquest (11:16-23) 
 
16 So Joshua took all that land, the hill country and all the Negeb and all the land of Goshen and the lowland 
and the Arabah and the hill country of Israel and its lowland 17 from Mount Halak, which rises toward Seir, as 
far as Baal-gad in the Valley of Lebanon below Mount Hermon. And he captured all their kings and struck them 
and put them to death. 18 Joshua made war a long time with all those kings. 19 There was not a city that 
made peace with the people of Israel except the Hivites, the inhabitants of Gibeon. They took them all in battle. 
20 For it was the Lord’s doing to harden their hearts that they should come against Israel in battle, in order 
that they should be devoted to destruction and should receive no mercy but be destroyed, just as the Lord 
commanded Moses. 21 And Joshua came at that time and cut off the Anakim from the hill country, from 
Hebron, from Debir, from Anab, and from all the hill country of Judah, and from all the hill country of Israel. 
Joshua devoted them to destruction with their cities. 22 There was none of the Anakim left in the land of the 
people of Israel. Only in Gaza, in Gath, and in Ashdod did some remain. 23 So Joshua took the whole land, 
according to all that the Lord had spoken to Moses. And Joshua gave it for an inheritance to Israel according to 
their tribal allotments. And the land had rest from war.  
 
None of the Canaanites repented, except Rahab and her family, and only the Gibeonites sought a peace treaty, 
because the Lord hardened the hearts of the rest for slaughter (20). From the parallel situation of Pharaoh 
versus Moses one can infer that the hearts of the Canaanites against Joshua were, like all of humankind, 
naturally hard (Ex 7:11-14; 1 Cor 2:14). When confronted with the Lord’s amazing deeds through His servant, 
they, like Pharaoh, hardened their hearts (Ex 8:32; 9:34), thereafter the sovereign Lord hardened them (Ex 
10:1). All people are dead in sin and deserve God’s judgment; it is only through God’s mercy that He gives new 
life to some (Rom 9:10-18). 
 
Roster of defeated kings (12:1-24) 
 
12:1 Now these are the kings of the land whom the people of Israel defeated and took possession of their land 
beyond the Jordan toward the sunrise, from the Valley of the Arnon to Mount Hermon, with all the Arabah 
eastward: 2 Sihon king of the Amorites who lived at Heshbon and ruled from Aroer, which is on the edge of the 
Valley of the Arnon, and from the middle of the valley as far as the river Jabbok, the boundary of the 
Ammonites, that is, half of Gilead, 3 and the Arabah to the Sea of Chinneroth eastward, and in the direction of 
Beth-jeshimoth, to the Sea of the Arabah, the Salt Sea, southward to the foot of the slopes of Pisgah; 4 and Og 
king of Bashan, one of the remnant of the Rephaim, who lived at Ashtaroth and at Edrei 5 and ruled over 
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Mount Hermon and Salecah and all Bashan to the boundary of the Geshurites and the Maacathites, and over 
half of Gilead to the boundary of Sihon king of Heshbon. 6 Moses, the servant of the Lord, and the people of 
Israel defeated them. And Moses the servant of the Lord gave their land for a possession to the Reubenites and 
the Gadites and the half-tribe of Manasseh. 7 And these are the kings of the land whom Joshua and the people 
of Israel defeated on the west side of the Jordan, from Baal-gad in the Valley of Lebanon to Mount Halak, that 
rises toward Seir (and Joshua gave their land to the tribes of Israel as a possession according to their 
allotments, 8 in the hill country, in the lowland, in the Arabah, in the slopes, in the wilderness, and in the 
Negeb, the land of the Hittites, the Amorites, the Canaanites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites): 9 
the king of Jericho, one; the king of Ai, which is beside Bethel, one; 10 the king of Jerusalem, one; the king of 
Hebron, one; 11 the king of Jarmuth, one; the king of Lachish, one; 12 the king of Eglon, one; the king of Gezer, 
one; 13 the king of Debir, one; the king of Geder, one; 14 the king of Hormah, one; the king of Arad, one; 15 the 
king of Libnah, one; the king of Adullam, one; 16 the king of Makkedah, one; the king of Bethel, one; 17 the 
king of Tappuah, one; the king of Hepher, one; 18 the king of Aphek, one; the king of Lasharon, one; 19 the 
king of Madon, one; the king of Hazor, one; 20 the king of Shimron-meron, one; the king of Achshaph, one; 21 
the king of Taanach, one; the king of Megiddo, one; 22 the king of Kedesh, one; the king of Jokneam in Carmel, 
one; 23 the king of Dor in Naphath-dor, one; the king of Goiim in Galilee, one; 24 the king of Tirzah, one: in all, 
thirty-one kings.  
 
The entire conquest has already been described in broad general terms, and enough specific incidents have 
been narrated to show how God fulfilled His Word. What follows is a list of the conquered kings, including 
those who had been defeated under Moses’ leadership on the east side of the Jordan. 
 
The Transjordanian territories of Sihon and Og were given to the tribes of Reuben, Gad, and half of Manasseh 
(Joshua 12:6). As we have seen earlier, the inheritance was portioned to them on the condition that their men 
would accompany the other tribes in the conquest of Canaan. This they did. 
 
Thirty-one kings are listed as being defeated in the Promised Land. The unit of government was the city-state. 
Each of these kings was ruler of a limited territory, although within that range his power was no doubt very 
great. A king was a military leader as well as a civil ruler. 
 
Introduction: land that remained (13:1-7) 
 
13:1 Now Joshua was old and advanced in years, and the Lord said to him, “You are old and advanced in years, 
and there remains yet very much land to possess. 2 This is the land that yet remains: all the regions of the 
Philistines, and all those of the Geshurites 3 (from the Shihor, which is east of Egypt, northward to the 
boundary of Ekron, it is counted as Canaanite; there are five rulers of the Philistines, those of Gaza, Ashdod, 
Ashkelon, Gath, and Ekron), and those of the Avvim, 4 in the south, all the land of the Canaanites, and Mearah 
that belongs to the Sidonians, to Aphek, to the boundary of the Amorites, 5 and the land of the Gebalites, and 
all Lebanon, toward the sunrise, from Baal-gad below Mount Hermon to Lebo-hamath, 6 all the inhabitants of 
the hill country from Lebanon to Misrephoth-maim, even all the Sidonians. I myself will drive them out from 
before the people of Israel. Only allot the land to Israel for an inheritance, as I have commanded you. 7 Now 
therefore divide this land for an inheritance to the nine tribes and half the tribe of Manasseh.”  
 
As the second half of the book opens, we are told that Joshua was now an old man and that much work 
remained to be done (Joshua 13:1). For all practical purposes, Israel, under Joshua’s leadership, conquered the 
whole land. The decisive military campaigns had been concluded successfully. Nevertheless, there remained 
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throughout the area numerous sections that had not been completely subdued. Scripture emphatically asserts 
that God kept His promise to Israel in giving it the land of Canaan and that the victories achieved by Israel 
were because of divine initiative and power. 
 
Distribution of the land east of the Jordan (13:8-33) 
 
8 With the other half of the tribe of Manasseh the Reubenites and the Gadites received their inheritance, which 
Moses gave them, beyond the Jordan eastward, as Moses the servant of the Lord gave them: 9 from Aroer, 
which is on the edge of the Valley of the Arnon, and the city that is in the middle of the valley, and all the 
tableland of Medeba as far as Dibon; 10 and all the cities of Sihon king of the Amorites, who reigned in 
Heshbon, as far as the boundary of the Ammonites; 11 and Gilead, and the region of the Geshurites and 
Maacathites, and all Mount Hermon, and all Bashan to Salecah; 12 all the kingdom of Og in Bashan, who 
reigned in Ashtaroth and in Edrei (he alone was left of the remnant of the Rephaim); these Moses had struck 
and driven out. 13 Yet the people of Israel did not drive out the Geshurites or the Maacathites, but Geshur and 
Maacath dwell in the midst of Israel to this day. 14 To the tribe of Levi alone Moses gave no inheritance. The 
offerings by fire to the Lord God of Israel are their inheritance, as he said to him. 15 And Moses gave an 
inheritance to the tribe of the people of Reuben according to their clans. 16 So their territory was from Aroer, 
which is on the edge of the Valley of the Arnon, and the city that is in the middle of the valley, and all the 
tableland by Medeba; 17 with Heshbon, and all its cities that are in the tableland; Dibon, and Bamoth-baal, 
and Beth-baal-meon, 18 and Jahaz, and Kedemoth, and Mephaath, 19 and Kiriathaim, and Sibmah, and 
Zereth-shahar on the hill of the valley, 20 and Beth-peor, and the slopes of Pisgah, and Beth-jeshimoth, 21 that 
is, all the cities of the tableland, and all the kingdom of Sihon king of the Amorites, who reigned in Heshbon, 
whom Moses defeated with the leaders of Midian, Evi and Rekem and Zur and Hur and Reba, the princes of 
Sihon, who lived in the land. 22 Balaam also, the son of Beor, the one who practiced divination, was killed with 
the sword by the people of Israel among the rest of their slain. 23 And the border of the people of Reuben was 
the Jordan as a boundary. This was the inheritance of the people of Reuben, according to their clans with their 
cities and villages. 24 Moses gave an inheritance also to the tribe of Gad, to the people of Gad, according to 
their clans. 25 Their territory was Jazer, and all the cities of Gilead, and half the land of the Ammonites, to 
Aroer, which is east of Rabbah, 26 and from Heshbon to Ramath-mizpeh and Betonim, and from Mahanaim to 
the territory of Debir, 27 and in the valley Beth-haram, Beth-nimrah, Succoth, and Zaphon, the rest of the 
kingdom of Sihon king of Heshbon, having the Jordan as a boundary, to the lower end of the Sea of Chinnereth, 
eastward beyond the Jordan. 28 This is the inheritance of the people of Gad according to their clans, with their 
cities and villages. 29 And Moses gave an inheritance to the half-tribe of Manasseh. It was allotted to the half-
tribe of the people of Manasseh according to their clans. 30 Their region extended from Mahanaim, through all 
Bashan, the whole kingdom of Og king of Bashan, and all the towns of Jair, which are in Bashan, sixty cities, 31 
and half Gilead, and Ashtaroth, and Edrei, the cities of the kingdom of Og in Bashan. These were allotted to the 
people of Machir the son of Manasseh for the half of the people of Machir according to their clans. 32 These 
are the inheritances that Moses distributed in the plains of Moab, beyond the Jordan east of Jericho. 33 But to 
the tribe of Levi Moses gave no inheritance; the Lord God of Israel is their inheritance, just as he said to them.  
 
Joshua 13:8–33 reviews the Transjordanian conquests, originally described in the book of Numbers. There is 
first a general statement about these territories (Joshua 13:8–14), then a delineation of the land given to each 
of the tribes of Reuben (Joshua 13:5–23), Gad (Joshua 13:24–28), and half of Manasseh (Joshua 13:29–33). 
This had been done while Moses was still living and leading the people. The two and a half tribes had been 
allowed to settle east of the Jordan on condition that they would aid the other tribes in the conquest of their 
inheritance. 
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The tribe of Levi received no inheritance of land (Joshua 13:14–33), which is further explained later in the 
book. The precise inheritances of the individual tribes on the east of Jordan are given. Reuben receives the 
southern portion, Gad the center, and half-Manasseh the north. As we have seen earlier, these territories had 
been taken from Og, the king of Bashan, Sihon, king of the Amorites, and their allies.  
 
Introduction to the distribution of the land west of the Jordan (14:1-5) 
 
14:1 These are the inheritances that the people of Israel received in the land of Canaan, which Eleazar the 
priest and Joshua the son of Nun and the heads of the fathers’ houses of the tribes of the people of Israel gave 
them to inherit. 2 Their inheritance was by lot, just as the Lord had commanded by the hand of Moses for the 
nine and one-half tribes. 3 For Moses had given an inheritance to the two and one-half tribes beyond the 
Jordan, but to the Levites he gave no inheritance among them. 4 For the people of Joseph were two tribes, 
Manasseh and Ephraim. And no portion was given to the Levites in the land, but only cities to dwell in, with 
their pasturelands for their livestock and their substance. 5 The people of Israel did as the Lord commanded 
Moses; they allotted the land.  
 
The introduction to the distribution of the territory west of the Jordan names the land, the administrators, the 
method, the tribes and the legal warrant. God ultimately directed the distribution by means of the lot (13:6), 
while Eleazar the priest, Joshua and the heads of the tribal clans mediated the decision and administered it. 
 
Early allotments at Gilgal: Judah and Joseph 14:6-17:18 
 
Caleb conquers Hebron (14:6-15) 
 
6 Then the people of Judah came to Joshua at Gilgal. And Caleb the son of Jephunneh the Kenizzite said to him, 
“You know what the Lord said to Moses the man of God in Kadesh-barnea concerning you and me. 7 I was forty 
years old when Moses the servant of the Lord sent me from Kadesh-barnea to spy out the land, and I brought 
him word again as it was in my heart. 8 But my brothers who went up with me made the heart of the people 
melt; yet I wholly followed the Lord my God. 9 And Moses swore on that day, saying, ‘Surely the land on which 
your foot has trodden shall be an inheritance for you and your children forever, because you have wholly 
followed the Lord my God.’ 10 And now, behold, the Lord has kept me alive, just as he said, these forty-five 
years since the time that the Lord spoke this word to Moses, while Israel walked in the wilderness. And now, 
behold, I am this day eighty-five years old. 11 I am still as strong today as I was in the day that Moses sent me; 
my strength now is as my strength was then, for war and for going and coming. 12 So now give me this hill 
country of which the Lord spoke on that day, for you heard on that day how the Anakim were there, with great 
fortified cities. It may be that the Lord will be with me, and I shall drive them out just as the Lord said.” 13 Then 
Joshua blessed him, and he gave Hebron to Caleb the son of Jephunneh for an inheritance. 14 Therefore 
Hebron became the inheritance of Caleb the son of Jephunneh the Kenizzite to this day, because he wholly 
followed the Lord, the God of Israel. 15 Now the name of Hebron formerly was Kiriath-arba. (Arba was the 
greatest man among the Anakim.) And the land had rest from war.  
 
Caleb’s claim was based on God’s promise to give him and Joshua the land in connection with their 
faithfulness in the spy mission from Kadesh (Num 14:24, 30). God’s promise entailed that Caleb’s inheritance 
should not be determined by casting lots. Probably the men of Judah accompanied him to support his claim. 
His demand exemplifies the nature of the covenant with God. He was granted the right to the land in the first 
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place because of his faith (14:7-9) but now he must possess it by claiming it and driving out the mighty 
Anakites (14:10-12). 
 
Allotment for Judah (15:1-63) 
 
15:1 The allotment for the tribe of the people of Judah according to their clans reached southward to the 
boundary of Edom, to the wilderness of Zin at the farthest south. 2 And their south boundary ran from the end 
of the Salt Sea, from the bay that faces southward. 3 It goes out southward of the ascent of Akrabbim, passes 
along to Zin, and goes up south of Kadesh-barnea, along by Hezron, up to Addar, turns about to Karka, 4 
passes along to Azmon, goes out by the Brook of Egypt, and comes to its end at the sea. This shall be your 
south boundary. 5 And the east boundary is the Salt Sea, to the mouth of the Jordan. And the boundary on the 
north side runs from the bay of the sea at the mouth of the Jordan. 6 And the boundary goes up to Beth-hoglah 
and passes along north of Beth-arabah. And the boundary goes up to the stone of Bohan the son of Reuben. 7 
And the boundary goes up to Debir from the Valley of Achor, and so northward, turning toward Gilgal, which is 
opposite the ascent of Adummim, which is on the south side of the valley. And the boundary passes along to 
the waters of En-shemesh and ends at En-rogel. 8 Then the boundary goes up by the Valley of the Son of 
Hinnom at the southern shoulder of the Jebusite (that is, Jerusalem). And the boundary goes up to the top of 
the mountain that lies over against the Valley of Hinnom, on the west, at the northern end of the Valley of 
Rephaim. 9 Then the boundary extends from the top of the mountain to the spring of the waters of Nephtoah, 
and from there to the cities of Mount Ephron. Then the boundary bends around to Baalah (that is, Kiriath-
jearim). 10 And the boundary circles west of Baalah to Mount Seir, passes along to the northern shoulder of 
Mount Jearim (that is, Chesalon), and goes down to Beth-shemesh and passes along by Timnah. 11 The 
boundary goes out to the shoulder of the hill north of Ekron, then the boundary bends around to Shikkeron and 
passes along to Mount Baalah and goes out to Jabneel. Then the boundary comes to an end at the sea. 12 And 
the west boundary was the Great Sea with its coastline. This is the boundary around the people of Judah 
according to their clans. 13 According to the commandment of the Lord to Joshua, he gave to Caleb the son of 
Jephunneh a portion among the people of Judah, Kiriath-arba, that is, Hebron (Arba was the father of Anak). 
14 And Caleb drove out from there the three sons of Anak, Sheshai and Ahiman and Talmai, the descendants of 
Anak. 15 And he went up from there against the inhabitants of Debir. Now the name of Debir formerly was 
Kiriath-sepher. 16 And Caleb said, “Whoever strikes Kiriath-sepher and captures it, to him will I give Achsah my 
daughter as wife.” 17 And Othniel the son of Kenaz, the brother of Caleb, captured it. And he gave him Achsah 
his daughter as wife. 18 When she came to him, she urged him to ask her father for a field. And she got off her 
donkey, and Caleb said to her, “What do you want?” 19 She said to him, “Give me a blessing. Since you have 
given me the land of the Negeb, give me also springs of water.” And he gave her the upper springs and the 
lower springs. 20 This is the inheritance of the tribe of the people of Judah according to their clans. 21 The 
cities belonging to the tribe of the people of Judah in the extreme south, toward the boundary of Edom, were 
Kabzeel, Eder, Jagur, 22 Kinah, Dimonah, Adadah, 23 Kedesh, Hazor, Ithnan, 24 Ziph, Telem, Bealoth, 25 Hazor-
hadattah, Kerioth-hezron (that is, Hazor), 26 Amam, Shema, Moladah, 27 Hazar-gaddah, Heshmon, Beth-pelet, 
28 Hazar-shual, Beersheba, Biziothiah, 29 Baalah, Iim, Ezem, 30 Eltolad, Chesil, Hormah, 31 Ziklag, 
Madmannah, Sansannah, 32 Lebaoth, Shilhim, Ain, and Rimmon: in all, twenty-nine cities with their villages. 33 
And in the lowland, Eshtaol, Zorah, Ashnah, 34 Zanoah, En-gannim, Tappuah, Enam, 35 Jarmuth, Adullam, 
Socoh, Azekah, 36 Shaaraim, Adithaim, Gederah, Gederothaim: fourteen cities with their villages. 37 Zenan, 
Hadashah, Migdal-gad, 38 Dilean, Mizpeh, Joktheel, 39 Lachish, Bozkath, Eglon, 40 Cabbon, Lahmam, Chitlish, 
41 Gederoth, Beth-dagon, Naamah, and Makkedah: sixteen cities with their villages. 42 Libnah, Ether, Ashan, 
43 Iphtah, Ashnah, Nezib, 44 Keilah, Achzib, and Mareshah: nine cities with their villages. 45 Ekron, with its 
towns and its villages; 46 from Ekron to the sea, all that were by the side of Ashdod, with their villages. 47 
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Ashdod, its towns and its villages; Gaza, its towns and its villages; to the Brook of Egypt, and the Great Sea 
with its coastline. 48 And in the hill country, Shamir, Jattir, Socoh, 49 Dannah, Kiriath-sannah (that is, Debir), 
50 Anab, Eshtemoh, Anim, 51 Goshen, Holon, and Giloh: eleven cities with their villages. 52 Arab, Dumah, 
Eshan, 53 Janim, Beth-tappuah, Aphekah, 54 Humtah, Kiriath-arba (that is, Hebron), and Zior: nine cities with 
their villages. 55 Maon, Carmel, Ziph, Juttah, 56 Jezreel, Jokdeam, Zanoah, 57 Kain, Gibeah, and Timnah: ten 
cities with their villages. 58 Halhul, Beth-zur, Gedor, 59 Maarath, Beth-anoth, and Eltekon: six cities with their 
villages. 60 Kiriath-baal (that is, Kiriath-jearim), and Rabbah: two cities with their villages. 61 In the wilderness, 
Beth-arabah, Middin, Secacah, 62 Nibshan, the City of Salt, and Engedi: six cities with their villages. 63 But the 
Jebusites, the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the people of Judah could not drive out, so the Jebusites dwell with the 
people of Judah at Jerusalem to this day.  
 
These precise definitions of the tribe’s inheritances are a clear reminder that God fulfilled His promises to give 
His covenant people the land. First the boundaries of Judah are delineated (15:1-2), then Caleb’s inheritance 
(15:13-19) is mentioned, again stressing how he dispossessed the former inhabitants to take possession of the 
land as an example for others (14:6-15). Caleb and Othniel took their cities after the death of Joshua (Judges 
1:1, 11-15). Though Joshua had killed the king of Jerusalem (10:1, 22-27), the Judeans could not remove the 
Jebusites from Jerusalem. In fact, however, the northern boundary of Judah (15:8) ran along the southern 
slope of Jebus (ancient Jerusalem) and so did not include the city itself which belonged to Benjamin (18:16, 28; 
Judges 1:21). Later, some of this territory was relinquished to the tribe of Simeon because Judah’s original 
portion was more than they needed.  
 
Allotment for Ephraim and Manasseh (16:1-17:18) 
 
16:1 The allotment of the people of Joseph went from the Jordan by Jericho, east of the waters of Jericho, into 
the wilderness, going up from Jericho into the hill country to Bethel. 2 Then going from Bethel to Luz, it passes 
along to Ataroth, the territory of the Archites. 3 Then it goes down westward to the territory of the Japhletites, 
as far as the territory of Lower Beth-horon, then to Gezer, and it ends at the sea. 4 The people of Joseph, 
Manasseh and Ephraim, received their inheritance. 5 The territory of the people of Ephraim by their clans was 
as follows: the boundary of their inheritance on the east was Ataroth-addar as far as Upper Beth-horon, 6 and 
the boundary goes from there to the sea. On the north is Michmethath. Then on the east the boundary turns 
around toward Taanath-shiloh and passes along beyond it on the east to Janoah, 7 then it goes down from 
Janoah to Ataroth and to Naarah, and touches Jericho, ending at the Jordan. 8 From Tappuah the boundary 
goes westward to the brook Kanah and ends at the sea. Such is the inheritance of the tribe of the people of 
Ephraim by their clans, 9 together with the towns that were set apart for the people of Ephraim within the 
inheritance of the Manassites, all those towns with their villages. 10 However, they did not drive out the 
Canaanites who lived in Gezer, so the Canaanites have lived in the midst of Ephraim to this day but have been 
made to do forced labor. 17:1 Then allotment was made to the people of Manasseh, for he was the firstborn of 
Joseph. To Machir the firstborn of Manasseh, the father of Gilead, were allotted Gilead and Bashan, because 
he was a man of war. 2 And allotments were made to the rest of the people of Manasseh by their clans, 
Abiezer, Helek, Asriel, Shechem, Hepher, and Shemida. These were the male descendants of Manasseh the son 
of Joseph, by their clans. 3 Now Zelophehad the son of Hepher, son of Gilead, son of Machir, son of Manasseh, 
had no sons, but only daughters, and these are the names of his daughters: Mahlah, Noah, Hoglah, Milcah, 
and Tirzah. 4 They approached Eleazar the priest and Joshua the son of Nun and the leaders and said, “The 
Lord commanded Moses to give us an inheritance along with our brothers.” So according to the mouth of the 
Lord he gave them an inheritance among the brothers of their father. 5 Thus there fell to Manasseh ten 
portions, besides the land of Gilead and Bashan, which is on the other side of the Jordan, 6 because the 
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daughters of Manasseh received an inheritance along with his sons. The land of Gilead was allotted to the rest 
of the people of Manasseh. 7 The territory of Manasseh reached from Asher to Michmethath, which is east of 
Shechem. Then the boundary goes along southward to the inhabitants of En-tappuah. 8 The land of Tappuah 
belonged to Manasseh, but the town of Tappuah on the boundary of Manasseh belonged to the people of 
Ephraim. 9 Then the boundary went down to the brook Kanah. These cities, to the south of the brook, among 
the cities of Manasseh, belong to Ephraim. Then the boundary of Manasseh goes on the north side of the brook 
and ends at the sea, 10 the land to the south being Ephraim’s and that to the north being Manasseh’s, with the 
sea forming its boundary. On the north Asher is reached, and on the east Issachar. 11 Also in Issachar and in 
Asher Manasseh had Beth-shean and its villages, and Ibleam and its villages, and the inhabitants of Dor and its 
villages, and the inhabitants of En-dor and its villages, and the inhabitants of Taanach and its villages, and the 
inhabitants of Megiddo and its villages; the third is Naphath. 12 Yet the people of Manasseh could not take 
possession of those cities, but the Canaanites persisted in dwelling in that land. 13 Now when the people of 
Israel grew strong, they put the Canaanites to forced labor, but did not utterly drive them out. 14 Then the 
people of Joseph spoke to Joshua, saying, “Why have you given me but one lot and one portion as an 
inheritance, although I am a numerous people, since all along the Lord has blessed me?” 15 And Joshua said to 
them, “If you are a numerous people, go up by yourselves to the forest, and there clear ground for yourselves in 
the land of the Perizzites and the Rephaim, since the hill country of Ephraim is too narrow for you.” 16 The 
people of Joseph said, “The hill country is not enough for us. Yet all the Canaanites who dwell in the plain have 
chariots of iron, both those in Beth-shean and its villages and those in the Valley of Jezreel.” 17 Then Joshua 
said to the house of Joseph, to Ephraim and Manasseh, “You are a numerous people and have great power. 
You shall not have one allotment only, 18 but the hill country shall be yours, for though it is a forest, you shall 
clear it and possess it to its farthest borders. For you shall drive out the Canaanites, though they have chariots 
of iron, and though they are strong.”  
 
The presentation of Joseph’s allotment consists of an overview of its southern boundary (16:1-4), the territory 
of Ephraim (16:5-10), the territory of Manasseh (17:1-13), and the complaint made by these tribes about the 
size of their inheritance (17:14-18). With reference to Manasseh, a grandson of Gilead, Zelophehad, had no 
male descendants because he died in Korah’s rebellion, but he was survived by five daughters. To ensure the 
survival of Israelite families without male offspring, even to sinners such as Zelophehad, God promised that 
the father’s rights be given to his daughters (17:3-6; Num 26:33; 27:1-11). The request and failure of the 
people of Joseph at the end of the section on the early allotments (17:14- 18) contrasts sharply with the 
request and success of Caleb of Judah at the beginning (14:6-15; Judges 1:27-28). The peoples of Joseph 
complained that their allotment was too small, and Joshua responded that their faith was too small. 
 
Division of the rest of the land (18:1-19:48) 
 
18:1 Then the whole congregation of the people of Israel assembled at Shiloh and set up the tent of meeting 
there. The land lay subdued before them. 2 There remained among the people of Israel seven tribes whose 
inheritance had not yet been apportioned. 3 So Joshua said to the people of Israel, “How long will you put off 
going in to take possession of the land, which the Lord, the God of your fathers, has given you? 4 Provide three 
men from each tribe, and I will send them out that they may set out and go up and down the land. They shall 
write a description of it with a view to their inheritances, and then come to me. 5 They shall divide it into seven 
portions. Judah shall continue in his territory on the south, and the house of Joseph shall continue in their 
territory on the north. 6 And you shall describe the land in seven divisions and bring the description here to me. 
And I will cast lots for you here before the Lord our God. 7 The Levites have no portion among you, for the 
priesthood of the Lord is their heritage. And Gad and Reuben and half the tribe of Manasseh have received 
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their inheritance beyond the Jordan eastward, which Moses the servant of the Lord gave them.” 8 So the men 
arose and went, and Joshua charged those who went to write the description of the land, saying, “Go up and 
down in the land and write a description and return to me. And I will cast lots for you here before the Lord in 
Shiloh.” 9 So the men went and passed up and down in the land and wrote in a book a description of it by 
towns in seven divisions. Then they came to Joshua to the camp at Shiloh, 10 and Joshua cast lots for them in 
Shiloh before the Lord. And there Joshua apportioned the land to the people of Israel, to each his portion. 11 
The lot of the tribe of the people of Benjamin according to its clans came up, and the territory allotted to it fell 
between the people of Judah and the people of Joseph. 12 On the north side their boundary began at the 
Jordan. Then the boundary goes up to the shoulder north of Jericho, then up through the hill country westward, 
and it ends at the wilderness of Beth-aven. 13 From there the boundary passes along southward in the 
direction of Luz, to the shoulder of Luz (that is, Bethel), then the boundary goes down to Ataroth-addar, on the 
mountain that lies south of Lower Beth-horon. 14 Then the boundary goes in another direction, turning on the 
western side southward from the mountain that lies to the south, opposite Beth-horon, and it ends at Kiriath-
baal (that is, Kiriath-jearim), a city belonging to the people of Judah. This forms the western side. 15 And the 
southern side begins at the outskirts of Kiriath-jearim. And the boundary goes from there to Ephron, to the 
spring of the waters of Nephtoah. 16 Then the boundary goes down to the border of the mountain that 
overlooks the Valley of the Son of Hinnom, which is at the north end of the Valley of Rephaim. And it then goes 
down the Valley of Hinnom, south of the shoulder of the Jebusites, and downward to En-rogel. 17 Then it bends 
in a northerly direction going on to En-shemesh, and from there goes to Geliloth, which is opposite the ascent 
of Adummim. Then it goes down to the stone of Bohan the son of Reuben, 18 and passing on to the north of 
the shoulder of Beth-arabah it goes down to the Arabah. 19 Then the boundary passes on to the north of the 
shoulder of Beth-hoglah. And the boundary ends at the northern bay of the Salt Sea, at the south end of the 
Jordan: this is the southern border. 20 The Jordan forms its boundary on the eastern side. This is the 
inheritance of the people of Benjamin, according to their clans, boundary by boundary all around. 21 Now the 
cities of the tribe of the people of Benjamin according to their clans were Jericho, Beth-hoglah, Emek-keziz, 22 
Beth-arabah, Zemaraim, Bethel, 23 Avvim, Parah, Ophrah, 24 Chephar-ammoni, Ophni, Geba—twelve cities 
with their villages: 25 Gibeon, Ramah, Beeroth, 26 Mizpeh, Chephirah, Mozah, 27 Rekem, Irpeel, Taralah, 28 
Zela, Haeleph, Jebus (that is, Jerusalem), Gibeah and Kiriath-jearim—fourteen cities with their villages. This is 
the inheritance of the people of Benjamin according to its clans. 19:1 The second lot came out for Simeon, for 
the tribe of the people of Simeon, according to their clans, and their inheritance was in the midst of the 
inheritance of the people of Judah. 2 And they had for their inheritance Beersheba, Sheba, Moladah, 3 Hazar-
shual, Balah, Ezem, 4 Eltolad, Bethul, Hormah, 5 Ziklag, Beth-marcaboth, Hazar-susah, 6 Beth-lebaoth, and 
Sharuhen—thirteen cities with their villages; 7 Ain, Rimmon, Ether, and Ashan—four cities with their villages, 8 
together with all the villages around these cities as far as Baalath-beer, Ramah of the Negeb. This was the 
inheritance of the tribe of the people of Simeon according to their clans. 9 The inheritance of the people of 
Simeon formed part of the territory of the people of Judah. Because the portion of the people of Judah was too 
large for them, the people of Simeon obtained an inheritance in the midst of their inheritance. 10 The third lot 
came up for the people of Zebulun, according to their clans. And the territory of their inheritance reached as far 
as Sarid. 11 Then their boundary goes up westward and on to Mareal and touches Dabbesheth, then the brook 
that is east of Jokneam. 12 From Sarid it goes in the other direction eastward toward the sunrise to the 
boundary of Chisloth-tabor. From there it goes to Daberath, then up to Japhia. 13 From there it passes along 
on the east toward the sunrise to Gath-hepher, to Eth-kazin, and going on to Rimmon it bends toward Neah, 14 
then on the north the boundary turns about to Hannathon, and it ends at the Valley of Iphtahel; 15 and 
Kattath, Nahalal, Shimron, Idalah, and Bethlehem—twelve cities with their villages. 16 This is the inheritance 
of the people of Zebulun, according to their clans—these cities with their villages. 17 The fourth lot came out 
for Issachar, for the people of Issachar, according to their clans. 18 Their territory included Jezreel, Chesulloth, 
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Shunem, 19 Hapharaim, Shion, Anaharath, 20 Rabbith, Kishion, Ebez, 21 Remeth, En-gannim, En-haddah, Beth-
pazzez. 22 The boundary also touches Tabor, Shahazumah, and Beth-shemesh, and its boundary ends at the 
Jordan—sixteen cities with their villages. 23 This is the inheritance of the tribe of the people of Issachar, 
according to their clans—the cities with their villages. 24 The fifth lot came out for the tribe of the people of 
Asher according to their clans. 25 Their territory included Helkath, Hali, Beten, Achshaph, 26 Allammelech, 
Amad, and Mishal. On the west it touches Carmel and Shihor-libnath, 27 then it turns eastward, it goes to 
Beth-dagon, and touches Zebulun and the Valley of Iphtahel northward to Beth-emek and Neiel. Then it 
continues in the north to Cabul, 28 Ebron, Rehob, Hammon, Kanah, as far as Sidon the Great. 29 Then the 
boundary turns to Ramah, reaching to the fortified city of Tyre. Then the boundary turns to Hosah, and it ends 
at the sea; Mahalab, Achzib, 30 Ummah, Aphek and Rehob—twenty-two cities with their villages. 31 This is the 
inheritance of the tribe of the people of Asher according to their clans—these cities with their villages. 32 The 
sixth lot came out for the people of Naphtali, for the people of Naphtali, according to their clans. 33 And their 
boundary ran from Heleph, from the oak in Zaanannim, and Adami-nekeb, and Jabneel, as far as Lakkum, and 
it ended at the Jordan. 34 Then the boundary turns westward to Aznoth-tabor and goes from there to Hukkok, 
touching Zebulun at the south and Asher on the west and Judah on the east at the Jordan. 35 The fortified 
cities are Ziddim, Zer, Hammath, Rakkath, Chinnereth, 36 Adamah, Ramah, Hazor, 37 Kedesh, Edrei, En-hazor, 
38 Yiron, Migdal-el, Horem, Beth-anath, and Beth-shemesh—nineteen cities with their villages. 39 This is the 
inheritance of the tribe of the people of Naphtali according to their clans—the cities with their villages. 40 The 
seventh lot came out for the tribe of the people of Dan, according to their clans. 41 And the territory of its 
inheritance included Zorah, Eshtaol, Ir-shemesh, 42 Shaalabbin, Aijalon, Ithlah, 43 Elon, Timnah, Ekron, 44 
Eltekeh, Gibbethon, Baalath, 45 Jehud, Bene-berak, Gath-rimmon, 46 and Me-jarkon and Rakkon with the 
territory over against Joppa. 47 When the territory of the people of Dan was lost to them, the people of Dan 
went up and fought against Leshem, and after capturing it and striking it with the sword they took possession 
of it and settled in it, calling Leshem, Dan, after the name of Dan their ancestor. 48 This is the inheritance of 
the tribe of the people of Dan, according to their clans—these cities with their villages.  
 
Joshua moved his base camp from Gilgal (14:6) to Shiloh in the heart of Ephraim where God’s Tent of Meeting 
was located (Ex 33:7). Shiloh was in the centre of the Promised Land. By distributing the land in God’s 
presence, this shows that it was God’s land, to be sanctified for Him (8:30-35). Israel had subdued the land, 
but in faith it must still be possessed (18:1- 2; 13:1-7). 
 
The second lot fell to Simeon, Jacob’s second son by Leah (Gen 29:33). It was decided that Judah’s portion, 
though designated by lot, was larger than needed, and so Simeon was given land within Judah’s allocation 
(19:9). This fulfilled Jacob’s curse on Simeon that he should be dispersed in Israel (Gen 49:7). 
 
Conclusion (19:49-51) 
 
49 When they had finished distributing the several territories of the land as inheritances, the people of Israel 
gave an inheritance among them to Joshua the son of Nun. 50 By command of the Lord they gave him the city 
that he asked, Timnath-serah in the hill country of Ephraim. And he rebuilt the city and settled in it. 51 These 
are the inheritances that Eleazar the priest and Joshua the son of Nun and the heads of the fathers’ houses of 
the tribes of the people of Israel distributed by lot at Shiloh before the Lord, at the entrance of the tent of 
meeting. So they finished dividing the land.  
 
The unified people under God’s command gave the town of Timnath Serah to Joshua, and he exemplified for 
them faith’s obedience by requesting this as his inheritance, possessing it and rebuilding it. His example at the 
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end of the section on the distribution of the land west of the Jordan complements Caleb’s faith at its 
beginning (14:6-15). Through the casting of lots at the entrance to God’s tent, it was clear that this was the 
God’s land, a gift to Israel, to be taken by faith. Though the tribes who failed gave excuses, they were without 
excuse. 
 
Asylum towns (20:1-9) 
 
20:1 Then the Lord said to Joshua, 2 “Say to the people of Israel, ‘Appoint the cities of refuge, of which I spoke 
to you through Moses, 3 that the manslayer who strikes any person without intent or unknowingly may flee 
there. They shall be for you a refuge from the avenger of blood. 4 He shall flee to one of these cities and shall 
stand at the entrance of the gate of the city and explain his case to the elders of that city. Then they shall take 
him into the city and give him a place, and he shall remain with them. 5 And if the avenger of blood pursues 
him, they shall not give up the manslayer into his hand, because he struck his neighbor unknowingly, and did 
not hate him in the past. 6 And he shall remain in that city until he has stood before the congregation for 
judgment, until the death of him who is high priest at the time. Then the manslayer may return to his own 
town and his own home, to the town from which he fled.’ ” 7 So they set apart Kedesh in Galilee in the hill 
country of Naphtali, and Shechem in the hill country of Ephraim, and Kiriath-arba (that is, Hebron) in the hill 
country of Judah. 8 And beyond the Jordan east of Jericho, they appointed Bezer in the wilderness on the 
tableland, from the tribe of Reuben, and Ramoth in Gilead, from the tribe of Gad, and Golan in Bashan, from 
the tribe of Manasseh. 9 These were the cities designated for all the people of Israel and for the stranger 
sojourning among them, that anyone who killed a person without intent could flee there, so that he might not 
die by the hand of the avenger of blood, till he stood before the congregation.  
 
Moses had already assigned three cities of refuge east of the Jordan: Bezer, in the tribe of Reuben in the 
south; Ramoth in Gilead, in the tribe of Gad in the central area; and Golan in Bashan, in the tribe of Manasseh 
to the north. The other three cities were assigned by Joshua to the west of the Jordan in the land of Canaan 
proper: Kedesh (or Kadesh) in Galilee, in the land of Naphtali to the north; Shechem, in the tribe of Ephraim in 
the center; and Kirjath Arba, also called Hebron, in the territory of Judah in the south. These cities were 
convenient for anyone, anywhere in the land. 
 
Any of the Israelites or any alien living among them who killed someone accidentally could flee to these 
designated cities and not be killed by the avenger of blood prior to standing trial before the assembly (Joshua 
20:9). 
 
Levitical towns (21:1-42) 
 
21:1 Then the heads of the fathers’ houses of the Levites came to Eleazar the priest and to Joshua the son of 
Nun and to the heads of the fathers’ houses of the tribes of the people of Israel. 2 And they said to them at 
Shiloh in the land of Canaan, “The Lord commanded through Moses that we be given cities to dwell in, along 
with their pasturelands for our livestock.” 3 So by command of the Lord the people of Israel gave to the Levites 
the following cities and pasturelands out of their inheritance. 4 The lot came out for the clans of the 
Kohathites. So those Levites who were descendants of Aaron the priest received by lot from the tribes of Judah, 
Simeon, and Benjamin, thirteen cities. 5 And the rest of the Kohathites received by lot from the clans of the 
tribe of Ephraim, from the tribe of Dan and the half-tribe of Manasseh, ten cities. 6 The Gershonites received by 
lot from the clans of the tribe of Issachar, from the tribe of Asher, from the tribe of Naphtali, and from the half-
tribe of Manasseh in Bashan, thirteen cities. 7 The Merarites according to their clans received from the tribe of 
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Reuben, the tribe of Gad, and the tribe of Zebulun, twelve cities. 8 These cities and their pasturelands the 
people of Israel gave by lot to the Levites, as the Lord had commanded through Moses. 9 Out of the tribe of the 
people of Judah and the tribe of the people of Simeon they gave the following cities mentioned by name, 10 
which went to the descendants of Aaron, one of the clans of the Kohathites who belonged to the people of Levi; 
since the lot fell to them first. 11 They gave them Kiriath-arba (Arba being the father of Anak), that is Hebron, 
in the hill country of Judah, along with the pasturelands around it. 12 But the fields of the city and its villages 
had been given to Caleb the son of Jephunneh as his possession. 13 And to the descendants of Aaron the priest 
they gave Hebron, the city of refuge for the manslayer, with its pasturelands, Libnah with its pasturelands, 14 
Jattir with its pasturelands, Eshtemoa with its pasturelands, 15 Holon with its pasturelands, Debir with its 
pasturelands, 16 Ain with its pasturelands, Juttah with its pasturelands, Beth-shemesh with its pasturelands—
nine cities out of these two tribes; 17 then out of the tribe of Benjamin, Gibeon with its pasturelands, Geba 
with its pasturelands, 18 Anathoth with its pasturelands, and Almon with its pasturelands—four cities. 19 The 
cities of the descendants of Aaron, the priests, were in all thirteen cities with their pasturelands. 20 As to the 
rest of the Kohathites belonging to the Kohathite clans of the Levites, the cities allotted to them were out of the 
tribe of Ephraim. 21 To them were given Shechem, the city of refuge for the manslayer, with its pasturelands in 
the hill country of Ephraim, Gezer with its pasturelands, 22 Kibzaim with its pasturelands, Beth-horon with its 
pasturelands—four cities; 23 and out of the tribe of Dan, Elteke with its pasturelands, Gibbethon with its 
pasturelands, 24 Aijalon with its pasturelands, Gath-rimmon with its pasturelands—four cities; 25 and out of 
the half-tribe of Manasseh, Taanach with its pasturelands, and Gath-rimmon with its pasturelands—two cities. 
26 The cities of the clans of the rest of the Kohathites were ten in all with their pasturelands. 27 And to the 
Gershonites, one of the clans of the Levites, were given out of the half-tribe of Manasseh, Golan in Bashan with 
its pasturelands, the city of refuge for the manslayer, and Beeshterah with its pasturelands—two cities; 28 and 
out of the tribe of Issachar, Kishion with its pasturelands, Daberath with its pasturelands, 29 Jarmuth with its 
pasturelands, En-gannim with its pasturelands—four cities; 30 and out of the tribe of Asher, Mishal with its 
pasturelands, Abdon with its pasturelands, 31 Helkath with its pasturelands, and Rehob with its pasturelands—
four cities; 32 and out of the tribe of Naphtali, Kedesh in Galilee with its pasturelands, the city of refuge for the 
manslayer, Hammoth-dor with its pasturelands, and Kartan with its pasturelands—three cities. 33 The cities of 
the several clans of the Gershonites were in all thirteen cities with their pasturelands. 34 And to the rest of the 
Levites, the Merarite clans, were given out of the tribe of Zebulun, Jokneam with its pasturelands, Kartah with 
its pasturelands, 35 Dimnah with its pasturelands, Nahalal with its pasturelands—four cities; 36 and out of the 
tribe of Reuben, Bezer with its pasturelands, Jahaz with its pasturelands, 37 Kedemoth with its pasturelands, 
and Mephaath with its pasturelands—four cities; 38 and out of the tribe of Gad, Ramoth in Gilead with its 
pasturelands, the city of refuge for the manslayer, Mahanaim with its pasturelands, 39 Heshbon with its 
pasturelands, Jazer with its pasturelands—four cities in all. 40 As for the cities of the several Merarite clans, 
that is, the remainder of the clans of the Levites, those allotted to them were in all twelve cities. 41 The cities of 
the Levites in the midst of the possession of the people of Israel were in all forty-eight cities with their 
pasturelands. 42 These cities each had its pasturelands around it. So it was with all these cities.  
 
Joshua 21 records the assignment of 48 cities scattered throughout the land to the Levites, including the 
priests, who were descendants of Aaron and therefore of the tribe of Levi. As we have seen, Levi was never 
counted among the twelve tribes of Israel because it had a special place and a unique relationship to the 
worship of God at the central sanctuary. 
 
As we have seen, in the book of Exodus God asked for the firstborn of every family in Israel to be especially 
dedicated to His service. After Israel sinned against God by worshipping the golden calf, the men of the tribe 
of Levi responded to Moses’ appeal, “Whoever is for the Lord, come to me” (Ex 32:26). Consequently, God 
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substituted them for the firstborn of the whole nation, and they became ministers or servants of the sanctuary 
of the Lord. 
 
Some of the 48 cities were for the priests, the descendants of Aaron; others were for the remainder of the 
Levites. They received not only the cities, but also the surrounding pasture-lands. Their dispersion meant that 
they would have contact in everyday life with people from all of the twelve tribes, and their example and 
influence could permeate the whole nation. Because of the rotation of duty, many priests and Levites would 
spend extended periods at home between their terms of service at the central sanctuary. Unfortunately, there 
were many times in the subsequent history of Israel when the presence and example of priests and Levites 
were detrimental rather than helpful. 
 
God's amazing faithfulness (21:43-45) 
 
43 Thus the Lord gave to Israel all the land that he swore to give to their fathers. And they took possession of it, 
and they settled there. 44 And the Lord gave them rest on every side just as he had sworn to their fathers. Not 
one of all their enemies had withstood them, for the Lord had given all their enemies into their hands. 45 Not 
one word of all the good promises that the Lord had made to the house of Israel had failed; all came to pass.  
 
The concluding verses of the chapter (Joshua 21:43–45) contain a summary of the whole process of the 
division of the land. It is acknowledged that this land was a gift to Israel from God (21:43), but that the people 
of Israel had to obey God by going in and possessing it by military force (21:43, 44). Here, we again see the 
blending of the divine and the human in God’s sovereignty and man’s responsibility. God did not fail, even 
though man was weak and frail and did not obey completely. 
 
Trans-Jordan's altar of witness (22:1-34) 
 
22:1 At that time Joshua summoned the Reubenites and the Gadites and the half-tribe of Manasseh, 2 and said 
to them, “You have kept all that Moses the servant of the Lord commanded you and have obeyed my voice in 
all that I have commanded you. 3 You have not forsaken your brothers these many days, down to this day, but 
have been careful to keep the charge of the Lord your God. 4 And now the Lord your God has given rest to your 
brothers, as he promised them. Therefore turn and go to your tents in the land where your possession lies, 
which Moses the servant of the Lord gave you on the other side of the Jordan. 5 Only be very careful to observe 
the commandment and the law that Moses the servant of the Lord commanded you, to love the Lord your God, 
and to walk in all his ways and to keep his commandments and to cling to him and to serve him with all your 
heart and with all your soul.” 6 So Joshua blessed them and sent them away, and they went to their tents. 7 
Now to the one half of the tribe of Manasseh Moses had given a possession in Bashan, but to the other half 
Joshua had given a possession beside their brothers in the land west of the Jordan. And when Joshua sent them 
away to their homes and blessed them, 8 he said to them, “Go back to your tents with much wealth and with 
very much livestock, with silver, gold, bronze, and iron, and with much clothing. Divide the spoil of your 
enemies with your brothers.” 9 So the people of Reuben and the people of Gad and the half-tribe of Manasseh 
returned home, parting from the people of Israel at Shiloh, which is in the land of Canaan, to go to the land of 
Gilead, their own land of which they had possessed themselves by command of the Lord through Moses. 10 
And when they came to the region of the Jordan that is in the land of Canaan, the people of Reuben and the 
people of Gad and the half-tribe of Manasseh built there an altar by the Jordan, an altar of imposing size. 11 
And the people of Israel heard it said, “Behold, the people of Reuben and the people of Gad and the half-tribe 
of Manasseh have built the altar at the frontier of the land of Canaan, in the region about the Jordan, on the 
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side that belongs to the people of Israel.” 12 And when the people of Israel heard of it, the whole assembly of 
the people of Israel gathered at Shiloh to make war against them. 13 Then the people of Israel sent to the 
people of Reuben and the people of Gad and the half-tribe of Manasseh, in the land of Gilead, Phinehas the son 
of Eleazar the priest, 14 and with him ten chiefs, one from each of the tribal families of Israel, every one of 
them the head of a family among the clans of Israel. 15 And they came to the people of Reuben, the people of 
Gad, and the half-tribe of Manasseh, in the land of Gilead, and they said to them, 16 “Thus says the whole 
congregation of the Lord, ‘What is this breach of faith that you have committed against the God of Israel in 
turning away this day from following the Lord by building yourselves an altar this day in rebellion against the 
Lord? 17 Have we not had enough of the sin at Peor from which even yet we have not cleansed ourselves, and 
for which there came a plague upon the congregation of the Lord, 18 that you too must turn away this day 
from following the Lord? And if you too rebel against the Lord today then tomorrow he will be angry with the 
whole congregation of Israel. 19 But now, if the land of your possession is unclean, pass over into the Lord’s 
land where the Lord’s tabernacle stands, and take for yourselves a possession among us. Only do not rebel 
against the Lord or make us as rebels by building for yourselves an altar other than the altar of the Lord our 
God. 20 Did not Achan the son of Zerah break faith in the matter of the devoted things, and wrath fell upon all 
the congregation of Israel? And he did not perish alone for his iniquity.’ ” 21 Then the people of Reuben, the 
people of Gad, and the half-tribe of Manasseh said in answer to the heads of the families of Israel, 22 “The 
Mighty One, God, the Lord! The Mighty One, God, the Lord! He knows; and let Israel itself know! If it was in 
rebellion or in breach of faith against the Lord, do not spare us today 23 for building an altar to turn away from 
following the Lord. Or if we did so to offer burnt offerings or grain offerings or peace offerings on it, may the 
Lord himself take vengeance. 24 No, but we did it from fear that in time to come your children might say to our 
children, ‘What have you to do with the Lord, the God of Israel? 25 For the Lord has made the Jordan a 
boundary between us and you, you people of Reuben and people of Gad. You have no portion in the Lord.’ So 
your children might make our children cease to worship the Lord. 26 Therefore we said, ‘Let us now build an 
altar, not for burnt offering, nor for sacrifice, 27 but to be a witness between us and you, and between our 
generations after us, that we do perform the service of the Lord in his presence with our burnt offerings and 
sacrifices and peace offerings, so your children will not say to our children in time to come, “You have no 
portion in the Lord.” ’ 28 And we thought, If this should be said to us or to our descendants in time to come, we 
should say, ‘Behold, the copy of the altar of the Lord, which our fathers made, not for burnt offerings, nor for 
sacrifice, but to be a witness between us and you.’ 29 Far be it from us that we should rebel against the Lord 
and turn away this day from following the Lord by building an altar for burnt offering, grain offering, or 
sacrifice, other than the altar of the Lord our God that stands before his tabernacle!” 30 When Phinehas the 
priest and the chiefs of the congregation, the heads of the families of Israel who were with him, heard the 
words that the people of Reuben and the people of Gad and the people of Manasseh spoke, it was good in their 
eyes. 31 And Phinehas the son of Eleazar the priest said to the people of Reuben and the people of Gad and the 
people of Manasseh, “Today we know that the Lord is in our midst, because you have not committed this 
breach of faith against the Lord. Now you have delivered the people of Israel from the hand of the Lord.” 32 
Then Phinehas the son of Eleazar the priest, and the chiefs, returned from the people of Reuben and the people 
of Gad in the land of Gilead to the land of Canaan, to the people of Israel, and brought back word to them. 33 
And the report was good in the eyes of the people of Israel. And the people of Israel blessed God and spoke no 
more of making war against them to destroy the land where the people of Reuben and the people of Gad were 
settled. 34 The people of Reuben and the people of Gad called the altar Witness, “For,” they said, “it is a 
witness between us that the Lord is God.”  
 
After the conquest of the land had been completed, the men from the two and a half tribes who had come 
across the Jordan to help could go home. Joshua commended them for what they had done (22:2). When the 
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men of these tribes came to the Jordan River they decided to build an altar, an action that almost led to civil 
war. This went against the unbreakable command, that there was to be only one sanctuary, one central place 
of worship, for the whole nation. The people of Israel were to maintain the spiritual unity of the nation by 
worshiping at the place that God appointed. 
 
The remaining tribes assembled an army at Shiloh to oppose the eastern tribesmen. Before dispatching this 
army, however, they sent a delegation of 11 leading men from the tribes—Phineas the priest and one man 
from each of the western tribes—who came to the leaders of the two and a half tribes in the area of Gilead to 
discuss the issue.  
 
Naturally, Phineas and the men with him assumed that the building of another altar indicated a different kind 
of worship. If this was so, it would be apostasy because the altar of the Lord was at Shiloh and there was to be 
only one altar. 
 
The men of Reuben, Gad, and Manasseh adamantly disclaimed the intention they were accused of, insisting 
on their unwavering allegiance to the one true and living God. It is helpful to note that they refer to God as 
“the Mighty One, God, the Lord” (22:22). They pointed out that the altar they had built was not for sacrifice, 
not a place of worship, but a memorial. They built it as a reminder to their descendants and the descendants 
of the other tribes so that in future days the people west of the Jordan would not have the idea that the 
eastern tribes were not a true part of the congregation of the Lord. They wanted coming generations to know 
that they were all part of one nation. Both parts of the nation on both sides of the river were equally the 
people of God. So this altar was called a “witness.” This explanation allayed the wrath of the western tribes 
and averted civil war.  
 
Joshua's farewell address (23:1-16) 
 
23:1 A long time afterward, when the Lord had given rest to Israel from all their surrounding enemies, and 
Joshua was old and well advanced in years, 2 Joshua summoned all Israel, its elders and heads, its judges and 
officers, and said to them, “I am now old and well advanced in years. 3 And you have seen all that the Lord 
your God has done to all these nations for your sake, for it is the Lord your God who has fought for you. 4 
Behold, I have allotted to you as an inheritance for your tribes those nations that remain, along with all the 
nations that I have already cut off, from the Jordan to the Great Sea in the west. 5 The Lord your God will push 
them back before you and drive them out of your sight. And you shall possess their land, just as the Lord your 
God promised you. 6 Therefore, be very strong to keep and to do all that is written in the Book of the Law of 
Moses, turning aside from it neither to the right hand nor to the left, 7 that you may not mix with these nations 
remaining among you or make mention of the names of their gods or swear by them or serve them or bow 
down to them, 8 but you shall cling to the Lord your God just as you have done to this day. 9 For the Lord has 
driven out before you great and strong nations. And as for you, no man has been able to stand before you to 
this day. 10 One man of you puts to flight a thousand, since it is the Lord your God who fights for you, just as 
he promised you. 11 Be very careful, therefore, to love the Lord your God. 12 For if you turn back and cling to 
the remnant of these nations remaining among you and make marriages with them, so that you associate with 
them and they with you, 13 know for certain that the Lord your God will no longer drive out these nations 
before you, but they shall be a snare and a trap for you, a whip on your sides and thorns in your eyes, until you 
perish from off this good ground that the Lord your God has given you. 14 “And now I am about to go the way 
of all the earth, and you know in your hearts and souls, all of you, that not one word has failed of all the good 
things that the Lord your God promised concerning you. All have come to pass for you; not one of them has 
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failed. 15 But just as all the good things that the Lord your God promised concerning you have been fulfilled for 
you, so the Lord will bring upon you all the evil things, until he has destroyed you from off this good land that 
the Lord your God has given you, 16 if you transgress the covenant of the Lord your God, which he commanded 
you, and go and serve other gods and bow down to them. Then the anger of the Lord will be kindled against 
you, and you shall perish quickly from off the good land that he has given to you.”  
 
In his appeal to the nation, Joshua reminds the people how God had fought for them (Joshua 23:3) and how 
the territories of the conquered nations had been divided by lot among the tribes of Israel. Joshua told them 
that if they would just trust God, He would enable them to complete the conquest of the remaining pockets of 
resistance. 
 
Joshua applied the Law of Moses with an admonition to the people of Israel to separate themselves from the 
remaining nations, having nothing whatsoever to do with their “gods” and remembering to “hold fast to the 
Lord” (23:8). They needed to remember that the victory was not theirs, but the Lord’s. The striking result of 
His Almighty aid is seen in the supernatural equation, “One of you routs a thousand” (23:10).  
 
Joshua then repeats the solemn warning against allying in any way with the remnant of Canaanite nations 
(23:12–13). God had commanded complete annihilation of the Canaanites. Obviously, the Israelites had not 
completely obeyed Him. As a consequence of Israel’s disobedience, He allowed the enemies who remained to 
become both a snare and a test to the succeeding Israelites. Since there were some remnants, Israel was not 
to intermarry with them. They would serve as a constant temptation to Israel. 
 
Joshua draws the analogy that just as God fulfilled what He promised the Israelites, so He also would fulfill His 
word concerning disaster to come on His people for their sin (23:15, 16). God is a God of judgment. We must 
always remember that we are all sinners who deserve the worst. If we received our due, we would all end up 
in hell. It is only God’s mercy and grace that have provided deliverance for us.  
 
Covenant renewal at Shechem (24:1-28) 
 
24:1 Joshua gathered all the tribes of Israel to Shechem and summoned the elders, the heads, the judges, and 
the officers of Israel. And they presented themselves before God. 2 And Joshua said to all the people, “Thus 
says the Lord, the God of Israel, ‘Long ago, your fathers lived beyond the Euphrates, Terah, the father of 
Abraham and of Nahor; and they served other gods. 3 Then I took your father Abraham from beyond the River 
and led him through all the land of Canaan, and made his offspring many. I gave him Isaac. 4 And to Isaac I 
gave Jacob and Esau. And I gave Esau the hill country of Seir to possess, but Jacob and his children went down 
to Egypt. 5 And I sent Moses and Aaron, and I plagued Egypt with what I did in the midst of it, and afterward I 
brought you out. 6 “ ‘Then I brought your fathers out of Egypt, and you came to the sea. And the Egyptians 
pursued your fathers with chariots and horsemen to the Red Sea. 7 And when they cried to the Lord, he put 
darkness between you and the Egyptians and made the sea come upon them and cover them; and your eyes 
saw what I did in Egypt. And you lived in the wilderness a long time. 8 Then I brought you to the land of the 
Amorites, who lived on the other side of the Jordan. They fought with you, and I gave them into your hand, and 
you took possession of their land, and I destroyed them before you. 9 Then Balak the son of Zippor, king of 
Moab, arose and fought against Israel. And he sent and invited Balaam the son of Beor to curse you, 10 but I 
would not listen to Balaam. Indeed, he blessed you. So I delivered you out of his hand. 11 And you went over 
the Jordan and came to Jericho, and the leaders of Jericho fought against you, and also the Amorites, the 
Perizzites, the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Girgashites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites. And I gave them into 
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your hand. 12 And I sent the hornet before you, which drove them out before you, the two kings of the 
Amorites; it was not by your sword or by your bow. 13 I gave you a land on which you had not labored and 
cities that you had not built, and you dwell in them. You eat the fruit of vineyards and olive orchards that you 
did not plant.’ 14 “Now therefore fear the Lord and serve him in sincerity and in faithfulness. Put away the 
gods that your fathers served beyond the River and in Egypt, and serve the Lord. 15 And if it is evil in your eyes 
to serve the Lord, choose this day whom you will serve, whether the gods your fathers served in the region 
beyond the River, or the gods of the Amorites in whose land you dwell. But as for me and my house, we will 
serve the Lord.” 16 Then the people answered, “Far be it from us that we should forsake the Lord to serve other 
gods, 17 for it is the Lord our God who brought us and our fathers up from the land of Egypt, out of the house 
of slavery, and who did those great signs in our sight and preserved us in all the way that we went, and among 
all the peoples through whom we passed. 18 And the Lord drove out before us all the peoples, the Amorites 
who lived in the land. Therefore we also will serve the Lord, for he is our God.” 19 But Joshua said to the 
people, “You are not able to serve the Lord, for he is a holy God. He is a jealous God; he will not forgive your 
transgressions or your sins. 20 If you forsake the Lord and serve foreign gods, then he will turn and do you 
harm and consume you, after having done you good.” 21 And the people said to Joshua, “No, but we will serve 
the Lord.” 22 Then Joshua said to the people, “You are witnesses against yourselves that you have chosen the 
Lord, to serve him.” And they said, “We are witnesses.” 23 He said, “Then put away the foreign gods that are 
among you, and incline your heart to the Lord, the God of Israel.” 24 And the people said to Joshua, “The Lord 
our God we will serve, and his voice we will obey.” 25 So Joshua made a covenant with the people that day, 
and put in place statutes and rules for them at Shechem. 26 And Joshua wrote these words in the Book of the 
Law of God. And he took a large stone and set it up there under the terebinth that was by the sanctuary of the 
Lord. 27 And Joshua said to all the people, “Behold, this stone shall be a witness against us, for it has heard all 
the words of the Lord that he spoke to us. Therefore it shall be a witness against you, lest you deal falsely with 
your God.” 28 So Joshua sent the people away, every man to his inheritance.  
 
Joshua gave an account of the nation’s history, tracing its origin from Abraham. Abraham came from a family 
of idolaters. God’s grace toward Abraham becomes more gloriously apparent. The subsequent history from 
the call of Abraham, through the Egyptian sojourn and bondage, to the Exodus is covered, down to the 
conquests. First is the conquest of the Trans-Jordanian territory, and then of the land of Canaan itself. 
 
Because Israel, throughout its history, was surrounded by idolatrous nations that worshipped many gods, 
there seems to have been constant temptation to fall into idolatry. The idea of having a “god” that could be 
seen held a deadly fascination for many of the people. The nation that was supposed to be a witness to the 
one true and living God instead was often led astray by those to whom they were to witness. Joshua cautions 
the nation against double-mindedness. 
 
The ancestors of Israel had come out of idolatry. In Egypt some apparently had lapsed into the idolatry of that 
land. Joshua now commands them to make an intelligent decision, a decision based on history. God had 
proved Himself in the experience of their ancestors and in their own experience as well. The gods of the 
Amorites, since they were really non-existent, had not been able to deliver their worshippers from the 
Israelite conquest. 
 
Nevertheless, Joshua gives the people the power of choice, counseling them to weigh the evidence. Then he 
says, But as for me and my household, we will serve the Lord (24:15b). The reply of the people, undoubtedly 
given through their leaders, was a clear affirmation of trust in God. They protested that they would not 
forsake the God who has done so much for them (24:16–18). 



35 
 

Tacomabiblechurch.org--Joshua 

 
Joshua’s reply may seem strange at first. He is merely impressing on them the seriousness of the course they 
have chosen. He wants them to be sure they know what they are doing. He is keenly aware of the weakness of 
humanity and the constant danger of falling away from their high resolve. A solemn agreement was made and 
a monument was set up to attest to the people’s vow (24:25–27). His work finished, the land possessed and 
the covenant renewed, Joshua dismissed the people. 
 
Postscript: burial notices (24:28-33) 
 
29 After these things Joshua the son of Nun, the servant of the Lord, died, being 110 years old. 30 And they 
buried him in his own inheritance at Timnath-serah, which is in the hill country of Ephraim, north of the 
mountain of Gaash. 31 Israel served the Lord all the days of Joshua, and all the days of the elders who outlived 
Joshua and had known all the work that the Lord did for Israel. 32 As for the bones of Joseph, which the people 
of Israel brought up from Egypt, they buried them at Shechem, in the piece of land that Jacob bought from the 
sons of Hamor the father of Shechem for a hundred pieces of money. It became an inheritance of the 
descendants of Joseph. 33 And Eleazar the son of Aaron died, and they buried him at Gibeah, the town of 
Phinehas his son, which had been given him in the hill country of Ephraim.  
 
The book opens with mention of the death of Moses and closes with the death of Joshua, his burial, and the 
burial of two others. The mention of the burial of Joseph’s bones is particularly noteworthy because of the 
earlier Scripture record of the request he made to his relatives. The death and burial of Eleazar the high priest 
reminds us of the nature of the Old Testament priesthood, which depended upon a succession of dying men.  
 

Soli Deo Gloria! 
 


